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'!he 700th anniversary of Wen T'ien-hsiarg's execution might have been an 

a<Xlitional lTOtivation for Horst Huber to oc:uplete, at least t.E!Ip>rarily, his 

lorq-tenn studies of Wen's life am times as well as the histolY of Wen's becc:IDin] 

apcp.llar arlnese hero. In spite of its seemin;Jly preliminary title, this 

p.lblished dissertation appears rather to be the fruit (nearly overripe) of profC11rXl 

scholarship with the aim "to ponder 00 Wen's bi~ looking for still new 

perspectives am, above all, for those which can be experienced persooal.lY" (w. 
2-3). 

Is not the intellectual restlessness of the historian-the willin;Jness to 

leave krPm paths ClCIIbined with the dernan:i for new perspectives-an equivalent to 

Wen T'ien-hsiarg's maxim to IOOdel oneself WlOE!aSin;rly upon Heaven (fa t'ie!l Dl hsi 

;tvt.)?! Huber oonfizms that this oorx:lE!pt, which was the focus in Wen's official 

biC>gra{:tly in the SUm shih, had also been the main idea in Wen's palace 

examination essay (p. 14). 'lhis);ilrase made by ClCIIbinin] quotes fran the classics 

expressed a new notion within the context of SUng Cl:Xlfucianism. In a recent 

biogrcq:tly of Wen, Wan Shen;J-nan utilized this concept as the main key for 

~ Wen's life am tho.Jght,l b.Jt Huber rarely mentions the c:cRX!pt again 

in his own study. It appears certain that an inquiry into the life am thcught of 

Wen T'ien-hsiarg is not Huber's actual intent, for he is not focused. upon figurin;r 

1 See wan sperv.-nan ~.HL'tI~ , ~ T'ian=hsiang d!!Wl~*~~' Ch!!Iq-dnl: 
Ho-nan jen'"'l!llll ch u-pan-she, 1985, p. • 
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cut the c:rucial ~ of Wfn'.~. ~. tu. 00. not tept.wlt the 

-tint 1Itfp- be::llIuIoe _ tu.r bcieny ~ (ZI p . 1, Willi. A. Bmo/n earliar 

ca¢etecI. • HarYIm1 diaMrtaticro in 1962 ent.itlGd. 'lhI RIOOl'II'by of !!aD 

'1" 1 ...... 1Am in the surp Ihih. 
fllber ac:kn3rtlaclgua a oartain ...... J.at1on tr.. the histor1<;al Wen T'!.en-lwiarq" 

CR'. 3-4). DWtMd or a biol;JnrPty pee _, the disMrtation ~ the 

"b!Ickst:a.in" of Wen'. b~ to deal with the ~'. ~ion in 
lit.emt:uA ani his effect. Qn &rig loyalista. 1he ~ MCtiCZl (~p. 

la)..u forth the cUnc:Uon of the ttJ.ia. ~ of the ~ popJl.arity 

or the Wen ~ in IIIQCIarn ow., the.u-rtatilrl anlIWItratee ~ the ~ of 

the IIPJUI: tIIat 1. the period ot Win' • .:W.c1J.ng into • "lsdtioeuei" (p. 11) fer hill 

~ ar.....ar ~ dlrinq ard ia81i.e.tely attar the fbll ot 

the 9.n'J dynuty. 5CaI! of the early ~ paid to wen in l«lllll an:t ~ectual 
~ 111 ~. 2 In view or the lanJ tndition ot ~irq wen in IU& naU"", 

1'1-. fllber expt PM ha ~ IIb::ut Wen'. q,dte lIIte attairlnant of 

nM.iCDIide p::p1l.arlty an:! acbiMion into the a:ntI.Ician ~a in 18U. We Jlight 

werder, is he really unawano of the tact tNot the go;:wernrU1t 1r4lct«I Wen into the 

o:ntuc::1an Teaple .. " ~t of ~itq patriotic III!r1tiDent aga.iJwt. ~Wiat 
.:o:oadWllI!IIt. in the ~ of the ~ war?] '1brt:uIt an J.nterpnt.at1on of 1illU"1y 

bIxtII about Wen T'len-t-.1arq, ...... 10 q::aw "" to the rIIiOder 10tlictl c:an be 

~ to a 81Jail.ac ..... .,xmpulrq the way to Gol.gDtha. an1 the fI',W'It at ~ 

(to IotlictI ItJbeI:" 1a mcpl1cltly refecd.rq to en p. 61). M to Wen'. de!rth, tt.re J.a 

• caq:arable alt:uatiao in tNt. it .~ the final bn!el<dcwn of " WOI."ld or.tu tor 
the "dIpiid",,,t:. of SUrq" ~). 1.8. SUng loyalista, tn. l-un;. to the ~ 

or • llpiritual criais ...cror;I ~ .no att.d to, bJt do n:>t really taloIo part. in, 
the......,c:a;. 'lhia kird of experiWJ;)8, to lo'hidl IU:Iftr ret.:. .. "VioariCUI 

~1ero::e," derlote& the ~iwo IKde of ~ for the l~ 'deplldents of 

SUrq'M (p. 60). It ill preIM!I'ltC 1\11 the "'Min i&w>." (p. 4) thnU;tIwt three texts 

1<h1d'1 Uk8 the 1mqe of Wen T'~iarq as the 0III"Itn.l ~. 

". t'irst part of the ot' the dhMrtatL:a ill o::apriMd 1lI!Iinly ot': an 

1nterpnItatL:a of t:hnoe a- texU alx:ut Wen T'ien-tl81Mg by hb ccntO!!llJoraries 

or .war ocut:""",",""ad._ (map. I. pp. 23-61): ani a ..u...:....ion ot' anac:dDtee ataJt 

Wen (map. n, w. 62-139) . 1he t'irst text, tho! Sberg mi Wen 0I'«qi»1A!p \I!J'I 

~ l t i 1-1 t by wan; Yen-!. (U52-1324). ill a ~nq.rl_ in lit'et1Joe" in 

the t'ono of an "qlen lettar" to Wen, 1oIho was at the tJ. be1n;r taken to~. A 

~ ot' heroic: l1Wl1!1 t'CE" political rdriI" (p. 26) {that ill to MY, dl.,_lng 

~ oases ot' r1<7ot an:!. wrorq in the political ocrD.Ict ct in:l1v1c\lal ~ by 

!IA)lyhq qenera.l eth10al pdrdpl_l ill presented to ~ta that tho! 

~ hero (Wen] has to JMke decisively UIIIe ot IUs ~ty tor a heroic 

2 ~~ in thp~~ Nnticned in u..~ial~t"~~ 
~dII"'...rthi:' .r.;.,~,t;;.''' "'(~'I .,'.". ~"" """'diE 
Lu- • Mnl .~ WIllI ~WIIin.u:,.;; tA~ 132'. , _See u 

• ' . ~ d'I' ~.1...1 m~U' .... ,: -
an tIKb1httfott. ,c::QIIl. HoIiiIro/Liu T'O. 18, 3. , ....... if: ""'-""'- "'~. U ~.oo.r~tha i=e_~ ot l"!i!iHiiiliirg~. the _ ;. J/.~u.. dI~ 

hi ~ k ~~' or the- 01" or ~ ot tho! 
""!no' _/,..,;;.-;;; "" .....,11,0. "'" -Ut "'Y'" 0< ""' 
flCOMlj, "It waipailtid fO[" tl'IlI first boo yean etp. 

" 
__ tho otherw:iM, w.-. wcull1 run u.. rUk of a prol~ Uf.: it _ inoorIodVllbl.e 

to WAn) that Wen would cU. in • trivial..yJ RlIvl...uq th1a tat the artbr 

illu.t:mtea hie ~y ctfou.t ~ that Clo:I\f\x:iat"a ..u-.o. the 9.nJ 
~ly 1lR)l1.t tenos ~J.b1n; variourt ..tate. ot .ud to the EW.b of 

political t.heoEy. In the ClaM ot wang's "ruq.rl_ in Ufet:U.," tilt. ~ ill 

<U.pl.a.,..t in an "intarlockJ..rq of the civil ~ rel.atL:a vith the 

.arvtat:he:r nolation" (p. 30) that ill \D~eoedeI.ted in tenw or its rigIr. D.t 
"P'rallel.inl filial piety to loyalty" (p. U2) or by t.nnIfODl1n;J 'lcrta1ty' into 

'filial piety' (p. 25). the 0I2"Ifi1ctJ.rq ~ '-PJIl Wen to U .... ~ to tJ..l.ial. piety 

an:!. to cl1e a heroic ~th ~ to lcotal-ty are -mgly ~, bit mt 
d.baolwd. As the IIlIlt10r .tate:l, ... tin:l. in the literature on Wen T'~ 

"thII 1IDSt, until that tao, r~ f~ of lcotal-ty II\idl in it 9.nJ 
...rsion !WId no ......tJqee or a l(.OJ&lty ba...:l. '¥Z' lxn1irq ~ pana:-. .. in 

fadal tJ-. ~,&.n} lcrta1ty was totally IJ.nka:! with the dr;rw.lqlinq 

political an1 1nort.1t:ut.1or>!ll. ~ (p. 108) . lJnt'orturMsly, the author" m. mt 
My anythirg aba.It the odqu. or turther el.aboratioo of this part or ~ 
politioal theory.4 

'Ihe sacxrd teD«. fa the '*P lfIi-tli t'tm-!t'u Wi ~ '" 't- tb t: t v 
(1U::lXd. or II8C81t. to the Westem ~ and of our .. ilinq tlwre) by 

HSieh liD (U49-1295) and incl\des ~ cc~..a. ~ .. 1DIIrdI.. 

'Itw focus or the bizarre. ~ as -U _ of the "AI!!cJOrd" itMlr (oohJ.d\ ltJ;)w 

dat. to the winter of 1290/91) fa a "<:tIIont in the IMI'I"I8l" or Q\'u, oallirq the 

1ICUls- (p. 49). Wen ~ in tilt. "<:tIIont" tha "sptJOl of. the ~ opirlbal 

foroee of the 'Scuth'" (p. $0), tluI ellb::dyin;J thIt idea that he "toj t:he ~ 

opiritual ton.a ot the So.>th, aiotIt be Bbl. -. \Diu t'0I."eign rule to tzw.l'cn 

the eq:>in1 into a tnoa \It.q1ian eq:>inI of Sln't' (p. 52). In tilt. CU1b:D<t the 

author ~i_ boo;> t~ of "vicaric:us tDCpQria"\Oll": fizwtly, the al..t 

raligic:us d>!tracter or ~ "'mbetic peroeptiaw" or ...u-tic rMlUatlor-"; and 

aexn1ly. u.. .. ffect or "'vicaricua lIXp8l"ience" on thIt self~ of tha 

"doot*doarta of Srq." i.... an ~ion of their ~ ~ to a 

l~1rt'. lifa >;t>idI they 1...,. in t:hair Ilims. ". cclq:tlgrw with their .un 
~ ot p>tt.in} Wen T'i_ Iwiarq an1 lfBieh 1>D in relation to -=tt oI:i-r 

el.ucidata this effort in "U.nldnq KII\8t:hi1q liJr.e an ~ .thca to l~a.oo (p. 

",. 
n.. thin!. teD«. ill tha bioqraply ot Wen ~ by thII (T'i.tCJ-twn) lfI'n Cih 

{,",,--i.l) I..:.. t by 0lenJ ~t.o (U41- 1318). Ct\ thII -.tIol.e. the b~ 

oorrectly ntflec:ta the tU.tcK-i.ea1 details. thtu,jb. 1IaI8t~ tictior .. li~inq tt... 
In addition, it aMs c:awi~ly to tha gn"IWth or l~ aba.It the tt- fn. 

Wen'. bprisatre1t Wltil attar h1a: death. !Uler's intaEpntation of the !IIin Cih 
presents it as a ~c patc:tlWOrk of pU.l~ CCI"ICI!pta ta)Qen tna the 

~ 'I'twirlng5." In IIUd'I "crillfa ethics" of 0lenJ. ."., ~ the 

~ point ot an .thkal selt'-tI&l.vat.ion" (p. 80). In t:he CEIIln8 of 



" 
discussim, the author al.a taxhes <:n two key p;d::Il_ abwt the Hsin Ihib: the 

meani.n:J of the title; IIn1 the ~ity ot the wt>do:, iii! tranalates the title 

u "&mjectJ.vity (as IIIMlit.t«lJ in I\i.tory" (I'. 151. I;ut be wwl.d Mve ob-. well 

to oonsidar an 8VSl wider rarqa or SUrq CXlntue1an ~ at the term, bIEW.S 

'Iha II8CICIXI. cMpt:er dl· .. ", .. ros eioIlt !IInIlICdtItea ab::ut Wen's ideology and 

d\araCter, trur abwt triarda III1d c:wcnnts in p;ditica, and ti_ ab::ut loyalty in 

the t_ of ~ enemies. 6 'Ihe author bal1ev. these ~ ~ ~ the 

parspecti_ \ohld\ det.em1ne official, yet n:X macl,..1vvly atate-<lCntroll.ed., 

~. (p. 4) . In the ~i«I of the~, ~ 110 wider 

h.i.storlcal cx:nt.at Bhco.lld have bean taIcen into ao:x.xud:: the bro!IcSer :idIIolQgica1 

~ of the q.>erti<:rI of l.e9itiracy (toll.;win;J p . 128) 1 the attit:lde of 

artmdoDc ~ literati aino» the 9.n) t:Dwrard. ~ and -x:ial ....ants in 

li1jlt of WlIn' 1I pYIIioo for playirg ctless (pp. 96-97); 0>:" taw teDainolcop.cal 

tu.tory of the tarm ts'urp-1yrp tt,t.. and Ir!om-is!ai ,t~·f!t.J " PMMps. BOCh 

~ wwl.d haw been ~ the *Xlp8 or tha pr-.t stu:Iy. 'Iha orlqintl 

iJ1tmt.1c:I'I to gain 1m ~ ot th8 G~ and to ~ "Wen's 

personal prdll_ ard <Xlr'Iflict:s" (p. 4). nu.. intent is oonsutently plrSUE!d 

thrc:ugtOJt the tint halt of the c11a&ertatic:rl in spite at the often deta.lled - .... 
'Iha general ooncepticn ot the <iJMertat.iCJn dlanged ~ ita Imq pedo1 of 

o::.p::ISiticn (p. 140). nu. shirt. pnlIlably e;:.cpl.a.iM -.krf the --s part, II 

tnnol..at:1.cr> of the Chi-nl,W1 ly tiJ'" 't.R (Olnlnol.cqieal ReooJ:ds) that ill tca:n1 in 
~ Ill. pp. 140-241, ~ d1scomected tn:a the prev1oJ8 two ~. 

'Ihe Qli -nif!!'l lu. the tlIst ~ ~ in Chinese lltenry histozy, 

ill totally d.ittennt kin1 at text o:aa tJx.e di ... !S!M!CI in the first halt ot the 

dissertat1al, ard there ia no inte.rnal. linkage bebIoen the two p!lI:ts. 'Ihe nearly 

one-tJ.rdr«i- ~ translation ill C>IlrefUUy dena and richly anootatGd. on. 
translati<ro shcu.ld have been toll.clwed by III di __ 1m of the text pointing cut ita 

literuy am histor1.c:al. signitic;vao &/I wall all analyzing its ~ tor wen's 

b~, tut lUJar reserves tho!sII mat:ten tor tIrtllre stlI:ly (p. 140). 'Ihat 

pJ::Ilicatiat here IImCJ.lIQId waJlcl. have been tlw axe ~iabl place ror this 

amotatel:t translat1m. A 91Q5SalY ard BIg)l..a!Ul rU'an'f"Cle8 to the or1q1nll 

text Iito.lld be aMBd. then. 

'lh8R are " nat:er of: -Uu ard mc:ce tact\ni.c:lal .. tters Nxa.rt..t\1d'l me 
CXJUl.d o::qllain. Erdnotes CW. 245-<188) 1nst.-'. of:!oc;Jtn:Ites iDpede thII wadar 

traa ~ rw:terenoa. Alt"hl;J.9l etten prov1d1ng rich reterenoa mater1a1, the 

rrecpently lag aqI1anatiaw ard <XIIII$ItS ckl m co::as1m ~ tar fi'ca the line of: 

5 A ~ ~tim Bhcl.ild have tuen as 1t. bIse ~t~~~~ 
1iM",~~~ ~1J$ ~~"_~I~ 
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