


M it. titl .. ~, Ridlanl rlIvw' bock is prblarily deYcbId to tracirg thto 

political tortur'es ot a prt:ainw1t SUng twIy, the Shih of Min:J-<:hou (pn!S!'I1t...t.oy 

Nin;M:Io in northern 0leJd.an;J). rlIvis ""'- lD<i' Shih Jtiremen, anerqirg fi'al 

cbBcurity in the late Northern SUrg, CI!IIII! to lOddew WII,dOideiJtoed power at tho! 

Sruthem SUrg ccurt, only to decline back into nl1ative a:ecurity in the Yuan . 

'lb!I bock q;a1!II with an inUtxh:tary c:fwIpteI:" en t.he ntlaticnship ~ 

lJOCi..ty and politics in pre-S\Irr;I China, pro.<idhq a cl..ar and wel.o:.ma lII.ImItllY of 

tho! oorrent IIdx)lamhip en t:hJ.s topic. rlIvis than ruviam the changes in SUrg 

b.lNacratic nauitment. policy, G.lcati.cnal. practioe, and rugional ~ that 

he1P""1 Plke poBIJibJ.e too r.isto of the Shih (and no doOJbt other fllllilies as w.l1) 

into t.hto SQq elite. NeXt, C8vis hIrnlI to the Shih descent gn:ql itself, 

dDscr1b1nq tho earlieEJt kncMI IIIDIB:nI ~ tho family and the political career of the 

faaily'u first cb1n-shih recipient Shih 'lMi (d. 1162). 'lhe thAe oentra.l cmptera 

of tho bock fcx:uo respectively a\ tha official careers of tha Shih kinsmen Vxl 

I:lec:arIB Sruthem SUng dlief o::utcl11ors: Shih Ta'a! 's ""'*""" Shih KIlO (1106-94), 

lIao's 8ICJI'l Mi-yuan (11M-UlJ), and Mi-yuan's ~ SUnr,rddh (11119-1257). n­
dvIpt8rs also irclude ....-riee of the political CiU'OOI'S of athior, 1 ...... notable 

Shih de8c:II!I del Ita. 

M C8vis ~f pointa rut (p. U), t.hto IMin body of his 1o<>rl< is ex ....... lIod with 

politi.cll rather tlvIIl with f...uy or 8OCial. hJJt:ocy. Shih kinaIen I!K!rV8I! as chief 

o::o.n::illors to the eaperano Hs~, ~, Kirq-tso.n;J, and rJ.-tsunq, and 

th.I8 were able to daldnate ccurt affairs tor m..dl ot t.he Southern SUrq. O!Ivis' 

di""'1S"'len of the careers ot tl-.e kinmIen dclJbl_ lIS a valUllble chEa1icl .. ot the 

a::.plia!l.ted ani. tngic political histmy of the declinirg yvano ot the dynasty. 

'IhR ~ strildnq point to emerge here is the extant to whlc:h positicn, power, 

and ......... policy at the SUn:J ccurt weN ocn:1itimecl by pIlnIaIIllity and ~ 

nll.at.icns. rlIvia stw::.. that urder a v1qorous eaptn>r, the p.1rView of the chi"f 

oouncillor'. office might be; -.ranJ.y ~iIJed (W. 72-73), Wil. .. un:1ar lUI 

inept or paslliw ruler the chi.ef COJncll.lca- 0lUld wield virb.Jally unlilllited power 

(W. 84-87). He daJoristnItea that. the per8OI1II.1ities of the chi.ef ca:ncllion 

u-el_ profanUy affected both their behavior in office and tho! p>licies they 

espa.uoed (A>.73-73, lOS, 115-116). Ilia w1dence also ruvealo that hperial op:d 

will _ ~ly hplortant to the lon:;r-tott:. ~ of ccurt officials. 

'ltJ.I8 the b.Ireacncy as a Vxll ........... to have t-n pc:werleos to d1s1tdge ~ 

Iainisters as len] as the latter n!t.airal. the ~ of the~. l1Iperial 

favariblll (1IlrlI as Han T'o-ctoIJ.) were able to achi ....... posit1czt and power wit.htl.tt 

benetit of dB;I:ee-OOldirq status (p. 86). And with iIparial acxpi8!JCellCB, the 

IrtaTdanl ~tic policies txlI'KJBrnirq avoidaroll, notiranent. for ~, and 

liaibJ cn "prot.ection" privilege ID.lld be IIbrt:qIoted with iquUty (w. 77, 93, 

136-137, 150). In short, 0IIvt. port.QyD a BUrg govermBIt that, at lo,aM. at ibJ 

h.lqhest levels, _ daWvtted t7f per8OI'll1lity, polt.ica.l intriq.>e, and i..pedal 

" 
1oIh.I.II. 1 His ao:xnmt ............. as a uroetu1 ant.i<bte to the widespnwi 1-".. ot a hi<#>ly 

''lXOteosional. n or "rational" SlIng" bun!aucncy. 

rlIvl.a describes his booIc: l1li primarily a political history, but ha admowl~ 

that ha is aIlIO interMted in ru.latln} his firdings to recent d9\IQl~ in surg 
social history. Irdeed, the throo ~ that be identifies as central to his worIc: 

all bwolve u.s..- that ooncem aocl.al historians. 'Ihese themes, in OIIvw' words 

(A>. 12-lJ), ani that: 

1) 1be SUnq was a period that, reletive to the past, offend far greater 
ct;p>rt:mity for ciVil aervioo aspiranta. 

2) ~ SUpJ civil service was ~y~DIIrl IUd the Shih IIllOC'eeII 
th$nIlll derived lar<Rly trca their ability to pnxb::e lUI 
UI'lirlterz\.,t succesiim of doIgNolholderB ard officialli. 

J) Even UI'der a systeao i}asad lplI'l irdividJal l118I"it, ~tic 
WIpOfIUrB and f-.tly ~tion un:ten- iably affected caruar pnD1&e. 

FOr OIIvis, tte;e three ~ tcqether point to "the h.i<;tUy prualrious exist.oroe of 

the SQq dynIurty's tun.acratic elite" (p. 13). He amcludell that th.ia 

pn!OIlriOUl!lr&JS ~ SUn] alib!a I::oth trca the "great f.-lUes" of ..arly 

China (W. 9-10, lJl, and fran the "local eliblll" ot the KirJj and 01' irg dynasties 

(A>. 181-182). 

At the risk of t.rMtln} C8vis' worIc: .... aanet.hirq other than hfiI int:erded (I.a., 

as socl.al hi.st.my rather tlvIIl au political history), I feel catpell..t to giw close 

attention to his cbservaticns abaJt SlIng" ..u:1et:y. I so..pect that fal historians 

would di.saqree with OlIvia' ~ that SUng Illib!a diffend in iDportant w:IYS 

tr<n the el.it.. of the T'an:J IUd ..arlier pericds. 'lhII point has bea'l ~t:..t 

by IUlIeml&'I 1IdIol.an, ~ notably PlItricia Dlrey and C8vid JdInsc:tl . 2 a:-...r, 
r<'IOIII'1t worIc: m the socl.al history of the Sl.rq, particularly that by JId:ert HarbMll 

and ~ Hya!s, J has ~ ru.trCQB Biailarities betweesl SUrq eliblll 

(f¥PK'la11y t.ho&e of the Sruthem SUn]) and the local elites of later iqJerial 

China.4 C8vis himeJ.f notes that his fin1irqB differ .mca:ny trca thoee of ~ 
and Hartwell and tdjs that "the discrepancies • • • ara rot easUy explained" (p. 

182) • 

At i!IIiIUII ani the "",tun! of elite status and eapeclally socl.al .::bility in the 

SQq. fIYIDBB' stWy portnIyB lUI elite that ia "~ly ocnt.1.ru:J.Ja, .. 5 and that, 

like the KirJj lardcJwnirq alit.. daac:ru-t by Hilary _ttl", iJI: larl)llly Ldopoooh,t 

1 It sbr:IIlld be roted here that OlIva ~~fex& to ea:tJaalze 
~'!onal .dlanct.ar ot the SUrg civil ~JEa..J... that it "!"'PinId to 
OI)Cl~ I.daal of irdivLU!.l merit, IMBn .... ....." r8al often fell Short of 
ideal" (p. 169). , 

w. 1, 210. 



" 
ot the .tat.. fa: tt. IIII!I.intenIIn or it. positial.6 LiIut Hartwell, ""' t. ~ 
that in thIo Sla'q ri .. to official .tat:ua genenlly ~~ ~ with cna 

or tha ~ ..ubliltw1 .ute 9!f"Itry 1~,·7 ~ ~ that ~lte 

stat\» _...ally..ublillhld prl<X' to ent:nme into the~. 

I'tlr 05vis, the exMPle or tha Shih tally 8tardIJ in dinct CO'Itra.t. to th.1. 

.,;del. HII _ the EIUh .. tint rUlrq tn:. c:bocurlty into the elite ~ the 

t..uy _ ~ to proU:8 II a2\ .utticl...uy tIll...ted. to pII88 tha !i11o-mih 
~. n. fIally'. staba _ thJ& tn:. tha bag1m1rg dep .... _1t on the 

state, "1hIo Shih began with no tuoII in l.ardxllc1inq and II IIhXt ard ~ 

tL1.taEy in thIou- a-udty" (p. 162) . ~ Itt- __ SIn} alit. trqaQ:1rq in 

toIUTiage all~ and CJthe:r .tn.te:lies de8ign1d to erilanoI paMr and sx-itim in 
the local caan1ty, Davit ~ that the Shih ~ ~_ lIXclu.lwly to 

pollt.ic», and ....... at tha height of their p<JWI!tr had ·00 stza"q __ ot CJl"Ol4I 

~ .•. and..-. ott.n t04lt than ~ted ..-ith ON II/1Ot:her" (182). 

FI:Ir cavI.., tha Shih tazaUy'. QaIPlrtIti_ laT,lll'Vity in the &!rg _ II ~t nX or 

looalbt oat:rat.g'te. but or their a::ntiruad ability to ~ otfic:ialM ard 

0CD"I'IIICt.1a ~ vorthl_. ard the !aIIlly cIecl1ned into Clb8curity cnca again. 

It D!lvia' analY1JU of the Shih experieooe is conw:t, than ~' 

gwoaralizaUar. about the nature or the lblq elite clearly stand in ..-:I of 
navisian. IlJt it _ to _ that the ~ ~ the f~ of ttt­
ard t:l... of OlIva tnt IlIOn an::erent tlwI r-l, and that a.t of the ... 1.denc:. 

~ by OlIvia is ..:::tually q.lite cawUotant with the picture or the Bln;l 

protcnd by ttt-. In the n.a1tder at thl... 1lISSay, then, by navt..<inr;J cevis' ckta 

and -mi.ng oartain atuiab that. hlI did. not cawidel:'. I a~ to IItD.i thltt 

the Ilirq-cb:u Shih I:lIhBYed wry ad!. lfra II local elite r..uy. 
At the I:JeoMo of OlIVa' u,*"_ltation or the Shih taally upcianoII is tha 

CUlYictiaI that u.. r-ily ~ to pcwu rrca a position or utber ~ty. 'Ibetno 

is cartaWy no ~ that the orlq11B of the n.1J.y are tu.tor1ca11y ct.rure. 
'Dla Ml'li..t lJ_Jtifiabl. ~ of the Mirq-<:hou Shih an. known mly trr.:a worb 

~ &lrin;, ox .tt.er tM t.yday of Shih flullly pgww. IIOrII than • ca'Ib.Iry .rtar 
tM ~ they~. DlI:vis.tools tmt ..:me of thI!Ige -=- is cw;ap].et.ly 

~ial. an1 two ~tly drmlli&hes the fM.ily'. c:laiJI to deaoent rna • 
'l"anq gnet~an (p. 36).8 

Very littl8 a known IIIYW\ about the fint d!Itabllll Shih ~ •• IWl r-'. 

Shih AU'" (10341-58). other t:hBn that he was the <JI1II'df.thar ot tha fmaUy·. tint 

dUn-Ib1h xa::ipLent Shih ,.. •• 1. 'lbe earliest IIOOOUIlt of Shih Chial'. activit1M 

d/lt1118 trr.:a the early lAth 0!Ilb1ry (p. 38). He ~ to Mve t.a'l IICIW!I aort of 

cl.n:. (ac.. -=- eay flamer) for the local 8h11riff (p. 31). rut he a 

• ignificant in tM Sh1h fally hJ..st:.cq ctti.erl.y for lwIvin:] diad youn;, leaving 

6 DWI •• w. 4. 42-45. 

1 Hart>I8l.1, W. 419. 

'~:,~~_1:fI great clan .rtab.l!l _ to haw tx.I c::noated wtll .tt.er the 
~.r y~to =\ ..... ~aJl. 262-~~.~) ~o~~:1l]J ~ 
I MW .-. ~ ~. 0Mi ___ t3~~d. to t. not. tw('8~~~!IIJclv. 
all 1J:Televant: --. if the Sh1h ~ ~ of • T' rd>l8 ha,IiIII by SWIQ 
~.Iw;l clearly ClII8-'. to darlw lIlfY .tIIIrW or pal t.wfit htil. t:.hU 

" 
b8hi.n:l • d!IIqIt.er an1 • ~ vif •• the widDw Yeh (l03l-11ll). 

~t B:Jn a kn;lwn or t:he W1cbor Yeh. foI[- .. __ the ~«:t or • 

b~ in the "V1rtuco.. ~- sectkrt of an early th1rt..1th 0I!I"Itun-~. 

!iBn shill a SIlid to haw ~ tha ~ or e --. of 'h'u-hsl (e ~.::t:um in 

I'IDrthI!:rn Min<r-<:tnl) befono her 8lTlaqa to Shih OU., in Yin. 'It-. ~ 

~ her in t.er. ~y taun:I in 8ClIXU1ts of v1rtucue w1IbM: at. ~ 
adv1ao to naarry. 11....., tru:Jally, an1 Ih.lt hIomelf 141 at ~. oNn! at. ~ 
her daLqrt:er in -tn;r an1 t&q.t her .... to ned. .... the .... CJlW', at. 
~ hill to IIttad\ ~f to tlw ~ of t:he Il!.trict. He np.id her 

efforts with dil1qmce. ult.beteJ.y eamJrq III npItat.l.aI for" his en.Jd.it!an ard 

virtucul behlrvior. 'lbe ~ not.. that. _ "-' in her old II9S the fM.ily'. 

tinancial sibJat!an iJIproved. the wUbr Yeh ~ her f'rIlr:;jBl h!IIbits. t:h::lqt at. 
- qenerous W>en it CIIIIIB to aidiTq people in ~. st. t:nIlIt.ad her 

sisters-in-law with trt~ !Vd deoonD, ... .trict I:ut kind in ~ the 

aervants an:!. a:ro.lbines, an:!. ndaed -..en.l 0q;i>M girl., mltirg IIUR aach _ 

lII.IOC»88tul.ly IWTUd off. 9 

- theaa am adldttedly thin pic:ldtga ttal \otUch to 98't any rMl. .... of the 

acx=ial ~ltial of the $ill) fMily &lrirq ~ early)'Mnl, I think they .-It or 

o:n::luaic:ni ather t:hBn thc:ea drawn by ilWis. 'lNot the widow' yeti _ alffk:JAntl.y 

WI!ll~f to haw the luxury of not. ~irq. that she _ l1ten.ts. an1 that. at. 
IOU able to anart;;/I! to haYe her .... ~ into loeal litenuy clzclM, all 

~ that her .itllll.t1on was far au. cla.parate. Dava .",d.lor. tha vicbt 
-l1v1rq in virtual .aclua1on- (p. 42). rut t:he nfwwc. to her .~in-~ 

u:&I&...ll)--flOt to -.t.ial 8UVIII'It8 an:!. ~ ot:l\e%wt...10 1tUl.8 

the deoIcrlpt;1oo of the widcIt'. bahavicr u...nt her aUt:ere-in-law ocntoma .trktly 

to tnd1t1onal bi~ styl. (ard t:huiI .tnIld not. to. giwon too adl ~), 

it dcos 1ndi.cate that tha v:ldcw'. biogJ: ..... «1Vaicnld her .. Jart of an ~ 

khmlp...-.. 

Siallarly, t:hcu:Il Dava ...... JaICh of rat--=- to ---tn;r in thia and latIIr 

~ ot the vi.cbI, I think it unlikaly that U- wez'e -*. to ~ tmt 

tha v:ldcw __ 1nvol......, in t\n\ing -. -U ---in:] ~ (p. 42). In alB 

C8DI! (the thirteenth c:a-oblry b~), tha text a clearly .aIdn; • pamll8l 

~ the wilb/·. 1nstruI;:t1cn ot her san !Vd that or her dMqrt.er; Pi. III tal 

cbl.b. chiao t.r;u tlJ &hu. 1l "n1e othar (am latar) text Mr8ly asp that. tha v:ldcw 

worted chy an1 nJqlt at. _~ ard spirrL1ng: dp.i" Jgm tam chi. l2 au­
bi~ Mel tr9I!.ted _virq as tha f-.I8 ~ tor p:ptllMpllcng barom 

SW1g u.s: the "w8av~ day an:! nJqlt- trope. appaars 1rI biognpu. of virbDJa 

_,~. '~'~ ~ cbih, in SUm YIwl ;' (iMP dlih lAD ... Jh '*lIP 
(.~. 9. -2 j • 



" 
--. u early _ the !Ustgq oC the l4tt.ar Km.ll 1 _ no I.'9I\KIfl to u-t thoo 

not--=- han as otlwr ttWI .. p.maly ~ mfannc. to the widcw Yah's 

t-uw. d.ll~.14 OlIVa 1IIIP'oUtz. (p. 42) that the ~ mb!oI no 
rer~ to ~ c:c othar __ of 1IlglOrt. tut ttU.. u mt .urpclaing 

qiwn the natm:. of the ~~ .. of the v~ tcx::u. an the hardships 

~ by their ..."ect., rGt an the ~ ~ -*'iects enj~. 'Iha very 

tact that 0CIIpiJ.ers at the gauttea:r ..., no !leIId to -.tiCJn hew the vi<kw ~ 
n.r.eJ.t -t ~ that ...:tl ~ _ tabwl (CIt"~. Finally. OeIva 

t:hIocrbee (p. 42) that per:Mp the v1dcto7'. ~tul ~p ~ 
sx-ibl" the ~ous· iopLc:,_lt in the f-Uy'. ~ late in the 

wl/:bl' . lire, tut I l1li I"CIt ..- that the iaptOii_.t req.Ur.~. 'Iha 

tt.. ot fru<Jallty in the a1dIIt or ~ was .. favorite of !!lJrq b1oo;1t.,p_-. 
!V'd ah:Wd protel::>ly ngt. t. taQn too Utarally in the rtrwt page. IlIt in acktitial., 

by the U- the w1dr;u ~ old l19li. t.r KIn QUh O\ao had .... ived ~ial 

~t:kn tor hi.. (ostenaJbly) vl.rt;ucQs o:n:lx:t, ard at l..t b.Io ~ had 

IWIt:ered the IqIerW tlrdversity. OBrtlIWy these eY«lt8 had II .1gn1tiOl!lflt ~ 

a'I the tally'. financl.al situation IUd IIOCial stab.B. 15 

In _. the biognphiM of the wldow Yah delIcrille he:r in tems ., utterly 

oomentiCftll that it is d.1ttlo.u.t to reel that ... has 181lrn11C1 JII.dI. about her. At 

the _ t1ae. there is nathin;I in U- dea:ripticnl b:l ~ that the w1cbi Yah 

t.lCf'9'd to other tl1an a l.oeal lIlir.. r..tly. I!nf hudsh.1p .. ....rt.nd _ II. vidcw 

_ hardIIhip only rel.ti .... to the oaafortabl. life 11M ~ haVe ~ had har 

IuIterd amvivtd, cr had .. t..I villirg to~. It the tu.ily _ not 

~ly ~ttrt" or pmUralt. neither ... ncr it w.re .a.it1bJte, and there -

no ~ that bQth har ~ am her ~ wtI.Il.d r«>ei ..... 9S*-l ~ir9irq. 
S1ail.u" cboerw.ti.aw 1lIIY be ..,. alxIUt the IIICCial !X*ition or the widow's lIOn, 

Shih 0l!I0. _ ll9Ilin, then ia: little nocop! or Shih Chao'. IICtivitiea. asida 

trca Irl.. local nprt.ation fae endJ.tlcn ani vizubl. In aid::IJ. • ..,. he was nc:nimted 

by ott~ in tha ragian to noaiWl an h<n=lry aps:ol.ntr!lcnt to the IlIperial. 

au-..r.tty, hII was \DI'illin) to 1_ ~ IRlderly IIICJttm" IUd turned down t.ho= 

awotm:.nt.. He was ~y knIMl in t:hoo a.uU.ty as "Mr. tiqlt '/irt:uI!oI;" 

(pp. 42-U). 

DllrYt. cxn::lu:lell that, in the aa-c. ot ..... .id&on» shcoIing 0Ia0 to haWI t-n 

othIInIl.8e pn:ain!rIC in the ~ty, the bIplicatian that O>ao'. "'un.IaIal tUial. 
~ _ alone reIIplrWibl. tar .nw-cl.n;l ~ status . • . __ be ~ as 

ClClIUinin} __ kmnel. ot truth" (p.43). 'lh1s t., within lWa, • ~. 

cxn::lUIJiczt. It 'MY well ...... ~ that, in oertain circl_ ot SUrg .ocI..ty, ..:mo.l 

" 
cc:nb::t a::uld halp to .nw-ce Kcial~. 9.1t thia .muI.d mt. ~ U. 

..:mI ~ioant point that, >hIt...r the NIIIICIl, Shih Ow> ldII ~ in thIO 

~ty: in <Kdftr to l\iOC1111O*d Shih Ow>, local oft'icl&l..a hIId to haw hIId __ 

kmw1GJe ot hill. ~ hIId thia kmwlec90. I -.ad ~, beca.e Shih O>ao _ 

al~ a part ot the local .litt. eirel.eoII the&e ott'ic1al1l ~. 

O!Ivis ~t ~ that 0IlI0 was "involWld with tha litEati or hill 
ODIIDlIlity," and asaoci.ated with Nan ~ at the pt'e!1ICtuml. 1IChooJ., UIU 

yu •• 16 Io.\ Y\i caDle t'rc& a -.lthy taaily in the ~irq ~-=tun or 

PIIng-h.Ia. Sc:.et.iJ:e in tha 1040'., hII hac! bIIa::IIm a pt'Qt~ at ttw pmt.cbmIJ. 

IIChooJ. IUd had tl1ereatter n.loc:ated to the ~tdural OIIIpital. 11I 1053 "- I-' 
the cbin=tbih ex:aa1ret1cn. 17 ...... by tha tia Shih Chao _ bam (in 10511 ar 

1(59). UIU 'iii. _ altwdy • local notable or ccnsJderabl. atan:1ing. It .. an lddt 

Shih Chao was rIIOIOiWld into -.dl d1st.irqUshed ~ .. tha, it :L. mt. ., 

attpl"isin) that he _ able to .w. hlmoelt kncMl to thoH in • poe1tion to 

1 ......... d hill to the CIOItt't. "lbt nca1n/Itian to the IlIpeztal lbivenity _ hio1lly 

~igio.lS, 18 IUd ~y t\Irther eriIanoed the .ocial .tardinq ot the Shih 

t'araily. 8Jt I think tha act itMlt is IIlOftI acx:urat:ely --. .. a retleetion or Shih 

Chao'. pre-ex1stirq ~iticn in tha c:a.unity than .. a ai¢Ial of a _jOC" man;,. in 
that poaiticn. 

Nor, in tact, is Shih Chao'. I'II:IIIiNticn the cru.y 1n1U;:aticn that hill ~y 

belorqed to the local elite. 11I. a1logy t<r II }'CU'9 ~ an ~ y., 

Yirq,19 lo.l YUeh de8crU- tha 1IIlrl"1age ~ yin; IUd tha ~ or tha 

~ ortical wang ilia!. 'DI1a 1IIlni.a:Je is or ~ hIono mly t.:a.. thIo 

~ fm; the .. tctt _ nor-. other tl\&1I Shih Kao, the..t ~tul or !lUll 

Chao'. ijUdd9oi.. ID.l YUdl aplau. tNt Vao Yin)'. ijL1ii'dIothlIr _ an -.It CD, 
rather' •• isterJ ot' !lUll Hao. 11I other WOlds, 8lle WIllI • ~ or of Shih Chao. 

1hia oo;nan'lI b.ISb!Ind (Shill O\!IO' • .:n-in-law) at __ point puMd the cb1n-m1.b 
ex:tUlineotian and ~ a l.cw-lwel otficial. 8.lt _ betore tha, b1a fatlwr had 

t.on an otficial., IUd had eamod the gratibJde of hill ~ by fcudin;l a IIChooJ. 

to ab;:at. the aal_ ot the 'tao deecent ~ (tam tAl d\1h tzu t!). In other 

wwda, Shih Chao auTiai hia ~ into a ~ t-.uy that ~ held 

ottke and _ ot -..ttiei...e .itA IUd ~th to mv. wtebliahold a privata 1IChooJ.. 

"ItlOJrjl the exact <lilt. or tha 1lilllTiac}e cemot. be~, it is li.lcaly that Shih 

O>ao'. ~ lIIlnial into the Vao ra.dly ewn baton hili:' trothIIr Shih "'&1 
___ the Shih tudly'. first dI9t- hol.dar in 1118.20 'ItaIII it .... be that, llbo 

16 Cava (p. 41) ~ tNt ere actll"CII .....,., ~ that Chao'. tathar ctrl8'I 
WIllI ~inta1 wlth IDu YU. 

U !'ill! f'!\,' 'lll. n.,.,,,,.., "'" ''''~ "" "" a..',.., ... """ ~ 19J:1l 8~. -,.. 'til _ ID.l YIiiih'. ~ ~t gt1U"(1{",t:noU", ard: .1:w -tiMl"'""j 1 
~~ Sung the UIU taaily W!I8 diicUy a.nJ the &we ~ 

" - J"'" •. <!>oftM "" ~ ~ ""!!!!ll\'ll,;/lJ,; ~ (ca.tlrld:Je: CMIlrldgll lhl-.ity '1'tWiiii, ~ a .( ~ 

19 E 107 . 1511. 

" ~y, I"D WonatJ.cn $nit the birth ar __ th dBu. or any: or the 
relevant v ou.r than Yao Y1l'9 .survi..... Ma&W'I:l that~'~. 

1150) - tIIII'8'U' el.cta.t ddl.d and tIlat '- _ bam &Oal attar , , """ • ""' "'" __ ..."..., :~~<M~U" "' .lether _ IJ.bJ.y to hf:w~ abcut tw.Itv. It. .lClIW.~~ .u. tathu, tI'..-. Yao YlnI}'. ~ obuld Vllbly ..rn..l 
1120'., t:.hOo.q\ Dl"CDobly hat iua\ -litter that. On the other Nrn1, WftII VIII) Y the 
~ Ia!. oC a )'OI.II198at .en, It wcul.d be pc.eible t<r hia ~ to 



., 
the t~li_ ~ by IIymM ard HarbMll, the Shit. Of K1rq-c:bI:u hod 

..utblillhld IdJWhip ~ with ottice-hDJ.d1rq r...u* t!I!m:Ji they actdewd 

ad! &tau. Lea" ~"_' It 80, .uch oorrect.1cns ~ ~y I.88tul in the 

Shih raally' ...... into ortto. in the ~on of Shih O\ao' ....... 

Joben Shih 1'&'ai toec:e. a chin ab1b in 1118, the SUrq ~ hod 

tGqlonrUy abardmed the -wtion &ySteII in favor of thII "~ Ivv.l.s" or 

"thrM halls" CBll....ImI IIeth:Id of orr1clal. recruitment. 21 Dl!lva CAdit. the HI) 

.. S)'IJtaI witt. tleirg an iIIp;:dant fac:tclI" in the Shih (mally's 1II'lift. into 

ot't~. Hio -.:m-u.. thil.t the ~ oparecI the Shih the uperwe of 

pt'1vat. ~. ard tfta __ it ~. fer thon to .u:.t. n ... lOW in llpita 

of the tllllilY'1I "Polit1cal. c::tec:urity and lad< of ~t ~th· (p ••• , : I thirit 

that Dl!lVi.8 i.8 r:UJtt to ~ the aJqUt1canoe of the ~~: Jom OIaf"fee 

has ~ that the ~ mtools created I7f the syst-. ...no ~. 

tot" the hlqe. exparsiCI'I Of the l1tenti cl_ thrt took plac8 in the Slrq,22 an:!. has 

aao IWIUked on the ~9' aucclatec1 with II'tten:IancII! at ~ dIDols 
<:kIrin;J the pe.ricd in \ot\kh the ~ _ in eftect. 23 aJt _ it the ~ 

~ helped to l.es&s'I the butden ot educat.1.rg lOW, Dl!lvie' .::enario begIJ the 

~ of how' the. Shih 8II2W wen ebla to enter the ~ in the tirE plaoII. 

Olaft.e provides n:l intarMtion IIIbtI.It intit.ial entnnoe into the ~ 

~, ~ he doe8 ~ that ~ rn:. gnde to ~ &I'd -.:mol to 

Kf'IoQl ~ on per1od1c -u.tiorw and nq.rlra::l ~ tmI the pnoeptor 

an:I looal offici.al..-.·24 1he curta. of pn:widl.nq ~QW an:t t ....... dllt1cIns 

_ 80 f\rdIIIH1t:al to the SUrq edK:8ticnal ~5 that it. t. ~y WIl1kely 

that ~a\ to tt. ~ .:tlooh did rot 1"lqolizw a!..l.l..ar ~. 

~y the ~ cp;d tam. with the influential lD.i tu.Uy ard p:aal..bly 

WW\ o:n'I8Ct.8d by mrr!.ltg. to CIthar IIIIIIben ot the lcx:al otti~ ~i~ 

partirularly WIill~ to taM IIdYBntat;Ie of the am..-.~. Iiano again. it. 

t. xx-ihle to see the Shih tllll1ly'. ability to ~ II dUn-t!hih all a I1IfiectiCJn 

of thIIir looal elite .tatl», rat:hec than the buis of that status. 

It ah::uld he n;;oted ~ that 1IymM' m::dal of the Sllrq lOQIJ. el1t. w.. mt 
caItlict with DllVa' ~ that thoo Shih rca. tlaI ~1ty= ~ tu.eJ.r 

tCllll'd that -a strikirq IUIblr of ,., t.uw ~ 01" rc.a in tM. ~ly .... 

of tM. So.Jthem SUnq._U ~,the ~ art.. in the analyala: of WlIn 

and h::lw the Shih tint entem the elite. I ~ ~ abcMI that, _ 

d&na15tratoo by bath their .ocial and att1Jvt.l otnIIICt1Qw, the Shih enjC7,t-.d __ 

-.ure of alite .tatll8 even in U. day& ot thII widc:w yeti, and "... c.rtaJ.nly wll 

..tabl.ished mKrq tile local elite .by the t.iJII:o Shih O\ao ~ Iliddl.~ . In 

ather wrds, I bels.- theot the Shih .-erqud rna h1at:.xical. ~ity mly 

atter--ard tea- 8 they had ~ put of the loc;:al elit.. ~ <DII:rut, DI!IV1a t. 
CQWincl8d that: thII Shih rl8e _ .trictly a ~ ot ortJ.oe-holdJ.n;,. 'It.- no 

.. ttar >Nt c1=les Shih O\ao tnIvel.ld in, tor DI!IV1s the Shih r..lly ~ nDI: 

~ ttta "the tr~ of the local elite- (p. 44) wttU O\oo's .m Shih ~'a.i 
actU_ office. 'Iht. ~ CUltriWtes to Dllva' aJqr.t.a that "tIw Shih had 

alreIIdy boIgo.n to pay a l-'entUp role in thftir ccramity by mo, ~ ttnI:It, _ 
navu- to thoo civU servi<», they ware l.adWq in poUtic:al .tan." (p. 45). 

DllVt.' <D'1Yiction thbt IOcial .tatus in the S<:Iutharn Ilm9 ,.. ~ .by 

politic:al podtbl t. ala) r.tl8Ct$1 in ht. 1nI!I1..tenc. thbt tha Shih __ .acially 

c1btinct trao ather -local elit.ea- ano.n1 thBao. 'DlcI.ql bath HMI 1o:Iu .-d tm 

ioIprW O\ao elan ~ .... min Ihih than thIt Shih (p. 126; p. 283 ru. 194), 
DIlVt. aIg.J88 that their -lit£Uy 8COCIIp1~ __ ret; _~ in tbIo p:!litical 

--- (p. 31). Ita ~ tNt thIt LcQ and tI'Ia Qwr,o bottI. ~ <Illit. .tm. 
..rUer in the dyna.ty (th:aqI. in hct the LcQ _ to baYa ~ ally ~y 

beran thoo Shih).27 And: t. ~ thIIt, ,.,],ike ather t.t.ilte., tM. Shih did mt 
divero.J.ty into litenry and other IIIOrta or <JIIIItMl ~t.= tt.ir.tatwl 

oontituId to be baM::l .uictly (rI political ~. 

It b iDplsaihl. to daI'\Y that the politic:al adIi~ oktilal in U. 

-- ot !IIdvanoI!m!nt to high ottice-ot c::wta1n Shih k1--. ___ 1nI8UIll, and that 

becaua;e ot U-~ thoo Shih ..-1ned influential at ocurt. for lin 

Uip: .. o •• 51d:ed n.IIb!r ot yean. 8.It did thia political aN:: I the tull ~bdIt 

of Wdd!. 1oIO.1l.d bea:ae ~ ally atter IIOIIIU1IJ. 9f11'1$nt.1clw had oa. an! 

'iJOI_I.dBr the Shih M a CD."lHI ~ a:ciaUy ~ troa t:heir ~ 

It intaz:man-i.a:JIl .y to. t.aMn M an in1icetiat of .a:1aJ. ~~. u.n u. 
__ b an ~tie no. 

DllYt. ct\oge nDI: to ..w. attinal oc:nu::t1<n1 in ht.~, pl-'-ing 11a1ta 

ot tm., ~, and ~ _udal (p. 12). Alttnl:lt t:ha _ 11a1ta.t.ton. ~ 

- trca p.mIUinJ t:ha tqU.c ~ tar in thia ~, I do think that a tlriat 

.-iMtion of ac:.. ot tM Shih tIlIlTiIIga all~ ia ~.. II q.dc:k ~ 

ot LcQ Yuetl'. IkA k'lIii "" ciGtamJ.ned. that this WOl1t corJta1N .aogias tor 

~y half-e.....m.en atfinal relatives ot the Shih.28 In oonjtn:t.1on with the 

26 ~, Bdplnl !lOCI 'tit • p. J5. 

otrr';: LcQ ~"_lon p. 10) IIA*IR to baYa ~ ths t1mt cIo!oQres holdsr 
ttain8cl:Uu. • He _ tn:Ml. as a ~ectural ~ in t:ha %D40'~ 
~ ,1t;. ~ in.~;.. nu. the Uu. ta.Lly owld nDI:' Y 
ra.uias or the dynasty'rr.;. it:~. Alati_ ...." belIn. -.:rg t!a 

~:if~.l==--~~~~bfin~~_~.in_~ 
a ~ ~a;.,.~ ~y JaWllIDId .~~ 



.tant tu1cgiaa for ~ feId1y .....t.n. ~ ~ a ql.u.p... of affinal kin tor 
tcur gwaaratiaw at the !IUh tam1ly, and p:W1de ____ at holt the Shih ....... 

~_ and their p~ in thII oea..oUty. Ial Yuo!h talt. u.. tlX axMple. that. 

Shih ft'a!'a sal au. (1129-1.203) Mrrled a 1IQI1Jn n6e ShJ. thII qrMt~ 

at SbJ 'nIn (1042-1104) of 'I'z'u-hli ~.::ture in Mirq-chau.29 SbJ Tan had held 

h1qI otfice in the Northun SUn;. but his caNIIr erdId txdly II1'II thII tllllily ttoes 
IlCIt _ to Mve proclIOIId another h1qI otficl4l. ShJ Tan'a b~ still ~ 

in an early t:hirt:eentb <8ItuIy l.ocal hatory, 80 th8 flllllily ~y _:Lntained 

_ ~ at l.ocal .ub» at l..t ~ that ~.30 

$iail4rly. in the ~ q.-oenti.czl. tho daiqlter at Shih tb:I .arried .... 

L1 YIKfUh at YIl-yao ~~, j..t. IOCrDIIII tho ~ in n1!11qixr~ 

ShIo-twirq.ll 'DIll mt:.dl _ arran;,ed v.... Shih tb:I (a ~ of Shih Ts·d. and 

ulthetely a grand <XUlciJ.1or in his own r1<jlt) was 5e%V~ _ a .oorrift in 

YIl-yao. II1'II resulted t'raI Shih tao'. ~p with lJ. Yu-ch1h'. rather. L1Jge IUs 

own gnu-dtather !lTd fAthar, lJ. Yu-dUh'. fAther held a low-level positial in the 

~, 80 t:hiII tWJ.y too _ 8Ol1dly rooted in the I.ooal el i te. 

Another of Shih HIla'. pl'C9!II'Iy. Shih Ki-yuan. lI\/IlTied the da\J;IIlt8r of P'an 

0Uh. 'nIII P'an family. or1q1roa11y of ~, had t!ret ~ to ~ in tho! 

late NI:>rtharn SIIr"g. "t that tu. P'an Chih's ..-.::1e p'an Li.arq-kui bec::anI an 
of tidAl thrt>.ql the aan....abI ~.32 P'an Chih _ .:bitted to tho ~ 

~ to "pdvil~ t'raI his urde, IVd ~lly nIM to llid-l...-..! rank. his 

CIU'Mr progress no dolbt ~ by ru. aniaqll to the &tqltar of U. 1iUarQ. 3J 

IbI t:hiII CXI'I'IIICtia'I to L1 JQan} .b partiwlllrly inta:rtIoItil'r .... ~, u D!IV.b 

noe. (p. 46). L1 IIUan'l _ al..o ~ in ~in;r Shih ft'd'. early 

~tic C8l'Mr. 'lhI aituati.czl beg:.. ......... IIIOnI intriq.1J.rq \ohlin P'1Ul Chih' . 
aJJ.o;w rtMIIll. that his wite·. qratdII:lthIIr (ie .• L1 1O.wl9' • .ather). _ IIUmaI!d 

Shih. WUJ.e the evidenoa .b ho1:dly o::rctusiYII. it .b tsptirq to spea11ate that 

thII lJ. and Shih fllllilies ..... ocrneeted mw to lJ. ~'. sponIOrIIhip of Shih 

ft'd. At the very leut, Shih Ki-yuan'. mrri.aqe to P'an QUh'. ckI1J1!1lter IoQIl.d 

_ to be RlIlted to thII the fact; that both f-U1ee were _1aated wit!! L1 ...... 
In tho! _ qonention but a different bnndI of the r-ily. Shih Ki-dUn 

~ied a Mirq-chau w.:.an ~ 0li.I\n;I. the daIqlter of Chi.aJ"q tao. J4 Chi.Iwq 

tao'a 8.Ila,w iniice.u. that the <tUaroq faIIily oriqinllted in K'ai-t.-q. !lTd had 

..:M!Id to KiJT,t-ch:Iu at the fall of the Northem sm;,. Iru -ru.t\ ~ that. in 

J('ai-fC!IYJ tha faaily had '-' ~ly -.lthy, !lTd i1lterMtTiad wit!! t:ha 

r..u1ee of ESip! ,. an:I prJ.rc>.. 1i::Iwew:r, they had 8Y1dantly <IM:linld am:. 

their lII(7,oe sc:uth, for altb;u;tl 0rlan:J Hag's father. CJl'IIlIlfa~, an! 

o;reat-qrardrather all t.ld offios. all ~ of vez:y low nIIlk. 3!5 

'l\O;) of the C.uW allu.r-c- deac:ribnd aboY8 \II!ZW. oa1ti1uMI into thI 

~ '}I!I1I!l'&ti.czl. L1 YIKfUh's &aqrt.er mrrl«i her cu..in Shih Shih-dUh,J6 

and • ~ at 0rlan:J Kao .azTied a ...mr ot bRn:tI " of t:l-. Shih r.1ly, 
Shih T' irq-dUh. 37 ~ bnnctl A dBriIcmklellt il'I th.1.- ganent.icln. Shih 

1IIIuiIn-dUh, NlTied a 1IQI1Jn nM HIIu of his I.::.e dJ.strict of Yin. 38 L1l<oa tl.. <hian:I. 
the HW WlInI northemen:, an:I hod ralocat.ed to the IJOOth only tc::wIu.'d t:hII em of ttw 

Northam SIn:J. aJt 10henII the <hl.arq had been walthy. the Hau. lIatI. a fairlya:xta.t. 

~, !lTd Shih tI9uIIn-d11h's wite's 'Jt'III'I1fathlir appDIlrII to haw ~ t:bIt 

tDily's f!ret cbin-Ib1h. Her father entered the. b.IreDcnIcy by Ja"ivil"CJII, tut 

later passed. a lw _, an:I t.ld ~ l<»-to -.id-nnlt orne... 
'IhII I'lI!!Xt qenention, the. lut doc:>..m.d by l.o.I YUIh, loeb aJdl liM. t:bIt 

othars. 9lih ~'irq, a braIr.:h A &'!tioeiideut. married a ~ ~ P'Irq of 

T'\a'l9""lu aq:.retecture in Yen-cn:u (~ a..Id.arq). .. • ....tm:. teo tw1 

held low- lin:! llixt-l.....J. oftioM. 19 

Another aJl.ogist ~ thiIt. WIn-<:t\'irq' s distant OOUIIin, Shih ~'in;r of 

bran::tI C, lIIlrried the dal.qlter of lI.i It;) of yin Illbpnr~. 40 l.U Ko erdId his 

career in a position ~ 6a, thus BUrpIIS/Iirq his father and gnrdtather naittar 

of Iotv:a rose lIbcwe the rank at 9b. 'IhII.same /IIOllroe rtMIIlls t:hIIt Shih 1'Ifnrd>'~ 

NlTied one of hia da\rIlten to P'1Ul Shih-yen. a t;FMt~ of p'an J..i.!Inq-kW.. 
nu.. 1BrTi.aqe II"Y lepc_ot • oontirued c:r.::nl8Cti<rI ~ the. P'1Ul and the Shih 

Cwalli_, a ctn'CICt.im that !wi ~ bo qenanrt.iorw earlier wit!! Shih Mi-yuan'. 

lMlTiagII. to P'an J..i.!Inq-kui's 'JI!Il'd-niece.U 

J4 l\Ii; 108.1421. I follow oavu in labelirq the varlou. ~ of ttw ~ 
faaily. 

" ""'" fu-1u1 !eo~!!I! - ilf! ~ ,..",. . ......, Ii D:I.. 1962) irdfcatM dia pcii ui2n.1ti ~ ~grtt.rdUti--_ 
~ly held by .....awl 

36 ISH: 104.1472. 

31 m 108.1421. Mota that t:hiII VIllI DOlt a ~ -euTlaga. 

38 m 91.1249. 

39 m 106.1500. 

40 (h'1irl Chl, Jaf. i'f'§ ~ (Ssu hi. m::....n ftI ct10en pen 2 chi .uticn. 
rraipe1. 1911). vol.-J 1~' ti. 

n "'" ~~ inIIOlva:l. ditf~bi'an::hM of both raJ.lr., ard it is 

~?t1:.lf;:1ef~l ___ ~~ ~-F~ Mota~... '~~ ~~ __ ~ that MIrir-d'I' _ boo uniar to sim,,-Rl;: 
... """ '- _ .... , _ ..... tiin ~ . ~.,..., •• ""'. 
1he s itua "a.a"W_t'raI the. fact that: ____ 0 tha ~ ~ _ ...... 
.eplRta1 a ocrw1denbl • ..-.r of~. r.; so.dl ~ _ 

~~Y~98'Yr.}f;:. ~1oc~ ~'t;~ ~ed~~ 



.. 
Ibt it. u true that ~ 1II!la"~ irIYolwcl a vw:y -U rn.ct.1cn ot Shih 

faaUy....tlars . Still. thII data. ~ tlUfticl8rrt-ard w!ticl.altly ~-tQ 

~t __ ~ iIb:JUt. thII Shih rallY'1I IIIOCial lita. Ftr the ..t put, 

the Shih _ to ~ mrried within K1n;r-dIoo. pnf'ecbll"e. and oftal within their 

own ~ecblre. With ma. elOD!¢ial, erven the aftines who flCIII1rW.ly liwd 

OJtIIide of ~ wre located in dUtricts ~t iIhIIred II I:r:m5er with Min;r-dv:I.I. 

virtually au thII att1nas exmdned twx. <;IlIlE tn.. ottIo.-holding ra..Uiee, 
bX~taYer thoo '-11y ~t thII U. of their .u1an:oM with thII Shih thot 

l.eYal of office bald. _ I'IIM>r vw;y tiliJ'<. and tal&lly q.rlta law. M::st 

sJq\1tioantly. the political. SlCtXWl of C&"tain Shih ~ had no awazent 
effect en the mrriaga allJarv:es thIIy 00I'ItnIct.Ed. 1ha lI!Irr1aqe of Sh.1h Mi-yuMI is 

~ UIWJtntive here. Mi""')'\WI'. father KIlo had ~ II dUef-ocu1C1llor, and 

Mi-yuan _ to tollcw in na 1'ootstep. D.It tha.><tl thII mrrillge took pl.- ~l 

after Shih Hac> had adI1AIYed ~. 4l Ki-yullll tDoIt II I::Ir:"1d. tna II bud.ly that, 

~ -U~ in it. lIII.U ... Ch1n-b.lo/I, was of no part1o.llar polit.ical. ncc.e. 
NCneI of the parti .. involved, of ccr..IZ1I8, had !Il'1Y W/iI:f of )aY;Wirq lblt _ in III:cno 

for Ki--yuan-an1. t:ttt. hi ~y the poil'1t. R>liUc:al IUJOI)IIII at ~ cUd rOC 

l~ to ~ IIIOCial ~ ~ tho Sh.1h and their ~ in part 

bac:lII..a ax:tr. IIlICICXIS8 _ utterly~. In 1IIIlnYin;J hill cSau:J'Iter to the 

dI1n-t!Nb .an of .. CJl'8Id- CII:U'Iclllcr, p'an Ch1h oculd. ~y elIp8Ct that his 

son in-law would have II poHt.ical. ~. b.Jt he ooul4 not foretell. the llWel of 

tMt QIl'e8t', It uk little BeBe tor either the 5n1h or their aftv.. to bB 
CMlrly OOi ........ ned about rurrant political clout Iohin ax:tr. clo.rt; _ liMly to be 

tnlwUnt, ard had only Haited aft.::t. al the ~ of the ~ 

~, 1hb 18 not to MY tMt Shih atfu-. __ not pl6!lSlld w tW their 

~ to the Shih polit.ical.ly 1.8elUl: thIIy cmtainly did not ~tate. I.tl8re 

~1bl •• to bib ~ of their in-~' intl~. 43 IlIt thII Shih, at least. 

dg-ing the perilrl belOl'8 Shih Mi-yuan'. ri ... to po:lIMr, ...... att:n.ct.ive to atfinM 

not ~ a t_ ~ t.ld very tdoj1 ottiCl!, bJt nther bec::i!wae ..t ~ 

cxW4 to. ~ to hold ma of tic.. 111 DthI!r 1oIDrdiII, tha affinal r-11ie. ~ 
in U. !I\ih the _ t:h.1rq tha !I\ih ~ in t2wrlr attu-: acne .... idance Dl 

DCZ'ItiruDd acoess to Dft1eial statu.. 

"'" in tact, tha ~t II!I.jarity at identifiable ShJ.h Itinsmen twJ.d cnly 

lo.-level ottiOlllll, ard ~ otten by pr<:It.ecUCI'l . 'ltilio &lana casta aaaa cbJbt m 

D!lva' ~ that tha !I\ih bally VIIS cap1eta1y doopad."t m the ~ tor 
it. llvlihDDd. DlIrYa' t~ .shDf that, <tIrlrg the 9.n}, only t-.ty-a1x (1_ 

than it) co.rt; Dl ~ tart:y-n1zw. !I\ih k1JHQ\ held ctrln-s;bih ~ (p. 

171). 'I1'IcJ.1otI pI['I:Itac:t.iC ~led a t_ othars into tairly I\1tj:I. attica, ard in 

__ ~tiCl'lfl as .ny as 7~ of Shih ~ particlpeotac! in the bureIII.x:l:1Ic (p. 

171), wry tIM -n ever in a paaitiCl'l to reoai .... the parecna.l tllYDr at the 

~. then Dl"I1il'Iary att1cl.al ..:ll~ were barely alttic1ent to ~ the 

" 
lir.tylA. an afticial VIIS ~ to D!lintain,44 ard with n;I racxm1 or att1cl.al 

..vioa at all tor ..no than CI'la-tQ.lrth of all Shih ~, it a ctitticult to 

&eaI(Jt that all bnr"d>M ard qenan.tiCI'la of the tlDlily were abla to rely 

exclu.ively m the .,.-,port of the politically ~, especially it the ti. 
~ variCIUS ~ or the tamlly ........ -actually qrlta 100&8- (p. 179). 'Ihu8 

deapiU the paooity or intomatial aIxut Shih :irJ\Ioal.~ in l.aI'dlDl.d.1rq am other 

ID~ veI"IbJrw. it __ virtually oertain that mny ~ or the r-ily 

........ actively ~ in 8ldl act.iviti. (_ turthar .... idance of th1.a belcaI). 

w... ana ____ or tha rWly a axplidtly ~ toc ,u gett1rq :irJ\Ioal.WId in 

ptq'IBrty ~ or gthar ir1tar.t-.rn!rg enterprt.M, the author lIMes it 

clear that IIld!. raatra1rrt was hi<IllY l,ftlSlIal.45 

P1na1ly, thara a -=-~ that 1otI.il. a tev kinsmen ........ lMking their 

~ at cxw:t, ant ........ or;nbnt to to. JIdnr ott.iclal. an:! co.lIltry 9"fltl--.. 'Dw. 

Shih did nat __ proID:e a !Idw:>lar or nat.1mal ren:lWn, b.It ShJ.h Ki-icI.rq a aa1d to 

haft eaJ:T'ed a "'PJtatim ~ a:nt'Ilclan laarnin;.46 and h1a grardIIm Mrq-dI'inq 

gpent hla last. YMR .. a a:nt'Ilclan tMd\er, rep:rtecny at:trac:tinq ,.,...,..,... 

tollowlen:.47 lbI/1;I' 'J'Mlr'9-hSi's 9.!IJI XUM hsy!!h an liat. Mi-lo.n) am -..ral 

I:EOtlIan am oous11w .. 4ia=.1pl_ or Yarr;I 0Ual,48 am det:alla the .,;holarly 

aftUiaticrIs or varlo.Ia othar taily 1IBIbers. At least IICIDO Shih ~ then, 

wen act.i .... part.i.c:4erO in lc:o;:al IdIDl.arly c;naaW.tiea. By the __ t:<:Ikal. thare 

a .... 1dInla that Shih Jt1nszEn !ICted as local l.Mo:ierB in Mirq-d1cu, ard 1IIII.J.ntained a 

II«1tJMntal a~ to the anoeatml h<::m!I. Shih 'b'al'lI aoo Shih Chin is 

pniMd tor: p!lrtic:iplt.in;l in varioua aorta or local r.liat ettcrt. in ~ at 

t-.t.r. or pl.a!J.Ia.49 ~ ~tiaw lat.r Shih MIrq-dl'inq, CI'l hla 411atlDd ard 

tar tn:a Kirq-chr;J.I, __ hie .,;no pn:a1se that. they wwl.d 0IllTY hia body t:eck to be 

bJrUd at tha ~ ~.50 
B.Jt perMpa tha ~ .... iliBnoI at the Shih r-lly'a local-elit.a idlntity ia 

teud. innic:ally, in the .... text Wich il!lVU uses to ~te tha 

CUIPletsneGs at the f-.ily· . dIIcl1roa. 'lhiB teet a a b~ tor a YUan dyaraty 

~, Shih MaD-1:au, 1ft:! a .ald. into sl8very as a dIild. 51 Mao-t:aU _ a 

s1xt:h genentotial cIIlSc.-dant or Shih HaD. t:hro.lr:to Shih Ki-ch8nq (nrit 4b). Shih 

.. _ _ ~t,?S.141~1486 (1484) ..-.tiara that ~_~_~,,_,~y .. _hie __ .= 
~~ .~ tlUft11y, an:! t.h/tt: the &IIO.t'It wall ......... y ............... _, ........ 

45 .D21!S. 
46 Yuan 0UIb ~.~ PofN~ ~'urq Ihl chi m'en; ed.itim, 

She.IqIaJ. 1936) 28.41£4<16 V Mi!iij-cto'Uq). 

47 lW.4. 
4B ~ 74.1406-1408. !'or CJthoar Shih Idntm!n. _ 5Dii.VI 6, 40, 79, am 87. 

51 0.'''' 011, 1 poi dial kao (Sell P' ta'urq )!;an 3 p1en ed.itial. ~, 
1936) lc4.2b-4a. 



" 
Ti1q-chJh (!ill, Shih Chi-c:h'irq rib), Shih ~ (8b/9b), an1 Sh1h IUq-lin (re> 

recDI:d at .-vioe). How in t:t. ~ of ~'. stczy. _ leam that hI. 
gnnUather, Shih 1b-aIn, had hald 8,000 mol of lanl that had t.a'\ 10K to 
.ac:ad'llfll:. tt-c. OI·1en-t;'arq.52 ~ ~ tnoud !W;I-t;8u tra. bondangoI 

ard he _ ~. to ~ ~ at h:ma in Mirq-dnl. he decided to try 

cnce ~ to ngaJr. the taaU.y pt'qXIrty: 

~~~WLe ~l~: t1..1~ ~J~..:.~dt~ 
the W' the MCrlcf-=. ~l.ard ~ be ralied on. If 
till! ed.~ no«; I'8XIIIVIICI, itthKr". vill wtWd no«; bIo 

HenI, tt.l. u .... ~ not CInly of Shih ~vmoent in land 0I0nBnhip. tut 

trqIlielt ~tim that the ~ at the ~ sacr1fu..-in other 

wordII, the -.uzvival of the tIIIIi1~ a'I that lard. Jobo-t8u _ or 000rIIfI 

ult.l..Mtaly ~tul in ht. court bIIttle to win tho! t..uy l.ard back trca the 

en::roac:tlus, inlpiu. of the tact tl1at other relatiYeoi in the area ...re _tlling to 

help tWa. 

In spite of ilIIva' __ is on the i~ ot K!Io-tsu's poaiti.crl, 1oW:!-tal'. 
8toEy is ... 1denoa that Shih ....... dents not. only survived tut were able to tlcurieh 

after the tall of the a.-q. Nee 18 this the only eIIideK.e of the ~ 

~ of the Shih in the p:.t-&nl local elite. EYen as the yc:tnJ Mao-taI .twd. 

t«In aver hill tuaU.illticJn,54 -..en.]. of hla cllirtant oousilw were on their way to 

ottieial. rank (et. llIIViJI. p. 249). OI:nt:=iom l.rtm:", IlBltoez1J of the Shih ~ 

CJl"CqI ....no .till able to ..ter ~ ~th-and enc:u:Ih caan1ty apirit-to 

CCIIpUe and point • galIIIllcqy.55 KIM:Jo-t:aI.'. ~ demonstn.tes t.N.t the Shih nMOe 

was no ~ of .Ute .tatu.,56 WI: I Sl!IpIOCt; that t:his _ ngt • I1IW 

IhIolOiil!liOh. EYen in tha t.Uy" KISt ~ yaan. it pr«b:IIId IIII!Irr.i 

irdJ.v1mal.a "-~ -.JrVive cruy in in go!!I'IMlaJlOIIl 1:IICIOl'I:iII, an;! !(If["""" t:ho!n: 

is 1'10 r.:xzod of otttc. hol4in;J.57 Shih M1;'\1!1ll" OOUIIin Shih am 1a dMc::ribed ... 

a1d1nq Nlati_ WIO <XWd not .!fcal to hold wedd1zl9s an! fInIml..8. S8 'Ih:uJI th1a 

refa!.'W'lCe U: CXlI'lYI/I"It., o;twialaly the arthor IIII8l-'. that _ at tlw ha1qJt of. 

ita pc:oMr the Shih ..-..:.nt~ en · .. ' lrdividWs of varyin; ecarteWe and 

, 

" 
ax:ial. 1Jtatus. 59 Evidently --=- Shih Id.- ___ ~y -*dle ....... as atno.r. 

hal.d tho! ~~ of t:ha ~. 

1hB .:>dal and political mao. tlmt a~ the tall of thII SlnJ ~y 
hlIIct an adYer:Re effect; en thII fcztun. of thiI tI.I.rq-o;tD.o loaIl elite, and the Shih 

with ttw..6O It b MnUy 8Ulp"b1tq the ~ ~ ... a whola alt'fered decllna 

at thia polnt. , <r that t.hb mao. hMt:.awcI the Nlb.In.l JnICII!88 of n.1ly 

~. tho.t. t. ~e, rathllr, t. that a /'&lIIIIIt.r of cSwcedalt.a ~ to 
_thIIr t:ha aiau., an;l that. the Shih ___ able to -.1nta1n a ~ in elite 

eoc.iaty OYer a s-riod ot -..ral 0Inb.Irl •• 

NxIY'e, I have tried to IIhcoor that thII ~iv1n;1 evidanx IIbcut t:ha Sh1h t...uy 

u. tully ccnrdstOlnt with t:ha picture or local elite .ociety MaI:checI. by Hya!& am 

othIIr Ili&tarillna. ihI:ra l:evu. .u- that. politiat.l poait.ial ~ the 

Sh1h rna \:he.ir l.ocIIl'1lite ~, I hII .... III9JOd trca t:ha oc:nv1ct.lon that ~ 

otticWs were rot., lIS a ~, ~ily .ocial.ly ~1nct. traa nc:n-ot't1ciala, 

an:!. still 1_ were holden ot I1J4t oftice IKlclally cUat1nct. trca thoeIe in 1_ 

exalted p:sit.ionll. IIere I would t!VI!I'I 90 turt:her, ard ~ that. thII 'OtIole noticn 

of a cl~ break ~ elite 11111 l\CI'I1lite .tatua, or --. ~ elite 11111 

non-el.ite eoc.i.et:y, JII!JIY be inIIpp£oprillt.e-or at lMat rot. very ...eM-in the 

ocnte><t of. the SI.nJ. I cia not III8IUl to aJ;RIIIIIt that .tab.18 _ not an hp;rtant 

ele .. ent ot Sunq social lite, but rather that the tocus on 

-maticnojoftioll-hold.lrq ... a -.ure at .ocW Id)ility hila b!Idly .u.tart.d a.l:r 

~ 01' hew ~b.I& cpentai in tha surg. '1tU tlnJ:jh I agNIl with DlYia 

11111 ott.ar. that tha SUng""'" a tine of ext:er.l .... .ociallll:lbility. I ~ that thie 
Jld>ilU:y ..... man.cterbed by a ..alan .,.". rrc.. me diJoc:rat:e lGYel of .:riety to 

!V"CIther, or that ..... it ....wly, it 1IYII:r, the ~t of a o:U.cnt.e 00CllrMCI! (1Il.dl 

.. p!IoIISin;J the e>IIIIainII.t.ionII). lTsteM, I .uspact that lin 1ndiv1&l!ll's place in 

$n) .:ci.,q. ..... a Gactor ot vuy1n;1 oadlinlltiona of. MV\U'II.l attrUu\:M. 1ncl\dinq 

ottu., -rth, IIIb:atim, haily ___ ...-.l. behavior. SoeI.al a:i>llity JII!JIY 

t:. _ .. the q:ra:lal ~ of. acqu1r1n;1 __ of ~ 1Itt:rib.Jtea. MOst 

aignificantJ.y, the ~ of th1a ~, the anna in wh1dt in:l.iv1cUo.l.e an;l 

fllllili_ capeta1 for ~, ..... not t:ha -wUen hall tut the eoc.iety 

itself. 

AOoca'din:;Jly, I Mve trial in t.hiA: _y to ~te that Id:lillty IIJId 

IJtatus in SI.nJ ac:ciety an t.t I.rderIrt.ood not by foa.ainq al ~icnI pIIS9W. 

11111 otti-=- hIII.ld, tut by .-1nirq ~ at IIOcial. twJ.at.iorB. In thb C&IMI ..z:t. 

IUl approach hila eh:>.m that , high political. etatua notwit:h8tan1ing, the Sh1h wr. 

.alid.ly tied to lc:cal elitee: in ~ !lTd t:ha ~ areas. My eUorta 

hIinI have been strictly pqlie.inary: a mre t:ho:rclo.ql study would lWIOCIIIW IIIMY BInI 

ot tho Shih "",,1111 netwQrks, and OCI'Bidar IIUctI cc:qllax ilIfIUB8 lUI the bwn:Jariea at 
kinBh1p a:n-=t.icns (v.en was a Shih not a Shih?), 11111 thIII effects of political 

SUOOOD8 en the ~ of ac:cW net>.orlaI. My IIppl"OII(tI hila led .... to cxrclUll10rw 

very dlffemnt fIt::a thc:.a ot D!lvis, but. the picture is edUttedly far f:rca 

c:mplete. We IlriIt un:b.Ibtedly lItill a lDnJ WIly frcn tully ~ the Shih 

59 . Olaffee (p.12) ~ c:i:IserY8:l that l~ charity c;an be tIIlta\ 119 ev1den:e 
for the ~ty ot 11Tellc)ll ~. 

60 ct. Dllvis p. 23 en the deciJllltion of the N1n;r-chou llXlll elite at t:h1II 
tioo. 
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