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Chinese scholars have always vi~ the study of documents printed on paper as 

separate fran that of writing on rock, jade, bronze, banixlo slips, ard other 

materials'! nris distinction points up an :inportant difference in tzansmission. 

BeCause only books deemed of worth to S\lCClE!E!din;J generations were reprinted, oor 

source base is shaped largely by traditional historical biases. rut stone is mol:e 

durable than paper; many steles fran the Song survived into the nineteenth ard 

twentieth centuries. K:>reover, admirers of calligratby ard catpilers of local 

histories took rul:i>ings regardless of content. =rciin;Jly, the documents in 

epigraprical ~a al:e of particular intel:est to the modem historian exactly 

beCause they were not SUbjected to the editing all printed books were. 

Texts carved onto steles differed fran other historical soorces in that they 

became part of the IX1ysical lamscape. Because a stele offered a pernanenoe that 

paper ard brush did not, oc:mrunities joined together to f:inan:Je the carving of a 

text to CCIIItlE!I'OClrate certain kilrls of events: the death of an :inportant person, or 

the i::W.ldi.n;J or rel:uildi.n;J of a tenple, monastery, school, bridge, or road. '1lle 

varied SUbject matter makes it difficult to generalize aJ:x:ut format; authors of 

these texts were fl:ee to inclu:le different types of material - IOhich is one l:easOI1 

inscriptions can be hard to read. steles were placed in visible locations by 

schools, terrples, ard governrrent offices. Tsien (1962: 68-70) notes that the 

earliest steles in China dated to 219-211 B.C., when the first Qin E!I1p!I'Or pIt them 

up; in 210 B.C. his son added CCIIItlE!I'OClrative texts. one of these steles is still 

extant; it is a roonded boolder. In the Han dynasty steles evolved to assume their 

=rent shape: a rectargular tablet SUWOrted by a base in the grounl.. '!he top 

part of the stele was usually decorated, often with a dragon; the text was carved 

underneath. Because it cost I1IlCh trOre to pIt up a stone slab than to :incise 

dlaracters on one already staniing, an individual stele often contained 11Cl:e than 

one text. '!he first was inscribed on the front; others were placed on the back ard 

sides, ard occasionally even in the margins of earlier texts. 

'!he catplicated format of inscriptions in the Song potentially required the 

services of six diffel:ent p9q)le: the author of the text (zhuan r1 ); saneone to 

write the headi.n;J in seal script (~,t~ ); the calli~ (shu f ); the stone 

carver (lI<!n -t-i 1 ); the geanancer who selected an auspicioos day for pItting up the 

stele (~ -i~ IJ ); ard the person who erected the stone (lishit 7u ). nris last 

term refers trOl:e generally to the person who arranged the finarx:ing of the stele. 

In the sinplest (am so cheapest) inscriptions, only the author am stone carver 

were involved. SIt inscriptions giving the names of all those who worked on ard 

paid for the text shed light on pcMBr relations within oc:mrunities; office-holders 

ard non-offioe-holders often contriJ:uted to the sane t.errples in the Southern Song 

(Hansen 1987: 129-133). 

K:>st Song inscriptions were drafted by holders of advanced degrees ard local 

1 Hence the term for epigraIX1Y: 

netal ard stone). See Ma (1967) , 

jinshixue :t:)/~ (the study of [writing on] 

'I.e (1980) , ard Zhu (1981) for general 

introductions to the study of epigratby. My discussion draws in part on an a~ 

in I!rf thesis aJ:x:ut teI1ple inscriptions (Hansen 1987: 259-267). 



offJ.clal.a. bJt they weze <XDniaticned t¥ !II'd rnfluct thB ~ of local 

noai&lnta. It WI111d be naive to a.tq.>B t:hIo.t 1nlIcr:ipt.icno speak toe thB tama'I 

people: lit:eBti. orten officials. wrote these texts in clllSBical au.- an:! r¢ 

in thB local vemacular. art: they do orter II diff~ point:. of view. 1ha IlllthonJ 

of tarple 1nscriptials, for fIXMple. IIIIlI1tial mcent ~ ....t'wI ~t1rg 

the op:!'s pc:wer to a1n1JUuo thB pecple's Slff~. FIIW' gaurI:tow:'5 giw sud!. 

detailed W<>rm!ltion alxIJt diaasters; none interpret th8II rro.. th1a partiaJ.lar 

perspective. SpI>oe does not allcw II ~ive gu1ck to the entire tield of 

epign;tly; -t ahl here is primarlly to P'l"'" on .. few hint5 I haw learru:1 .,.,..... the 

pIlBt three ~ in the oourse ot "'1 research. Tenple 1nscripticns ~ to be a 

crucial I!IWI'OII for the sbmy of JXfA.Il.ar religion in the Scn}. and one tMt I knew 

nothirq IIIxlIt ..oon I bqan. For those -.tlo have never used inscript.ionB. the tirst 

Mlt of th1a paper briefly (1Jtlines the different aco.lroeS of textJI that were 

originally CIllVed stales. 

ooUecticn; in 'nIiwan. Japan. and 0Una. wi.U bB of 1nt:erust. I h:;pe, ......... to these 

already f.....uiar with pblished J.nscripUons. 2 

In II few nore 0IISC8 the original stelee are atill .1n.....G.ty. and one can .... 

thin -u eruq,. to re.'Id. Mon COII\'IOIl are rul:bil"gs of steles that am no lcrger 

EItaro:1i1g: I!Ol'II 0CI!IDl still are ~ipt.ion!I oorrta1ned in epi.graphieaJ. ~. 

Strictly !!IpeoIIk:irq. only the stel .. is II pdJMr)' saJrCII. IlIIIcauoa IMnY rul:iI1ng& ~ 

int:.erded lIS ca.llignlpUc 1ICdels. those IMkin<.J thEn o:::pied only the text (!II'd rot 
the lista of <b"r:In). I. tnInscrlption is one step farther l'E!II'CNed frail II EW:t>iIq: 

mt only my the text be l.noaIplete. tJJt \o1IlO8'Ier o:::pied it MY intr<:xQ:le 1WJtaken 

dIal:1IcterB. JIix q> the order of !Io8ntenoes. or leave CJ.lt ~ or aect.ions. 

still. becIluse epignopllcal ~ !In!I bath 1lVa1labl .. in American libnlrt.. an:iI 

_i .... to ....... I discuss tho:n first and postponu II disc.J&sion ot I\lI:binJs WItil 

the last ....ctlon. 

'Ibe first place to look for tram<.:riptiOl\8 is epigBph1.olll ~ (U.8UIIl.ly 

called plaoe-rwr.. 1insb1zhi • .iimbllIi, or.i.i.nlll.1:l.i. [or ~ .I.J..a.I:m,bII iilEhl.zhl 

;,~ , I;, fJ 1:, .' (I. o"ll«:t.ion of In9cript.iooa frail Jiangsu . ard Zhejiarg). Y!II'I'J 

DiIIrDo.al's~fo,~)ii) ~ tim 1YldD k ~' l Rft ~('t 51 is the Ja<t CQlPlete irdex 
extant; it MIl 40,000 ....tries tor 140~. Kany, it r¢ all, of the collections 

Yarq :lrdexl!.s are <D1taiIlEd in the ShiJ\e llhiliOQ xinbiM,fj ~ ' l '(: ttW~, IotIich .is II 

TI!Ii\IMI reprint of IIIIny QiIq oollections. (Series I , II (1966) have laq boon 

available; series III (19S6) is just out). Y!II'I'J breaks <bin the inscriptions into 

the followiIq catooqQries: I1Mb~.rtl;t an:! ~-{ ~.L, (ttnerary textIi), kC11I:lI' 

2 01.... (1979) surveys q>i~ colluctioos in TIIipe1, Tokyo, an:! I<y<:Jto 

frtD the point of view ot those '«>rkirI:} on six DynaStl"",; UI"oIOVOiWbly, my 

description overlaps partially with hls. I have rislood dJplication in ordQr to 

~ .. self-o:.ertaiIlEd ~. 

(J.rwcribed c; ...... iaa), il'!Ql<lnm ult 1'; ~L (inscripticnl on statuD8 or p!cwnm~ 
~ lin a),J ~ 't. (bGcript.iaw. of names or other dIarac1:erB), .IbJ.i<1 t~ l~ 
(poeIIIII), an:! z.aM-tu,t'JClIdsoell ......... ) (Tetq an:iI ~ft 1971:50).3 

Yanq'. in:Iex provilb the _lest entre .into tho! ",igraplical oollectiona, 

.-t of which date to tha QiIq. In dlnroologkal oroar, it lista the titl. of the 

Jnsocrl.pti.Ql 118 it "R'8IlI'S in the oollootion; [or ttiliJ ZWIEIOCn the __ text:. c:an 

awaar urD!r severa.! rounes. D1Itee are the beRt check aga1mt: thia; if insc:riptia.s 

with ditrlm'!llt titles wen ~ on the ....... day an:! have .imilar l1/IlII9S, thIIy 

are very liJwly the _; (for this ZWIEIOCn, always keep a l"DOI:>J:l1 of the date ot any 

text to the day !II'd D::IIth it poea1bla). Following the nalIII ot tho! text:. 18 the 

editor of the <lm1'ilatial, the nanEI of the booIc. the ~ in p.n!ntheBee IU'Id the 

IX"JII rurbar. After Amble I'llIItIera o:.a'I9 the aaun::es for .natever camurt:ariea are 

given; it 18 best to o::nsult all COI'I'IIIentIIries, whid! can give iIIYIlluabl .. 

Wom/Itial IIIxlIt datiIq, ftI.II:llent:.icity, the author, prcvenaro::oe, an:!. Mlated 
1n>or_. 

uaiIq Yang'.. iJrlex is not alwys BtnlighttONard. 'Ihe titl .. betBya en! 

diffiaJ.lty: this is an iJrlex not j ust to coll«:t.icns of tnln9cripticno bJt aleo to 

collections of ~i ... on than. ~ of the IlooIt8 irdBIoed do rot ~ral1oa 

the text of tha original rul:iIing bJt narely give its dimens!orw or ~ on its 

calligrl\lilY. Rcn:J YUan's 1930 catalcque of epigraphical IIC>.IrCea dividsB diffarwlt 

oollactiCftl .into those ~iIq the text of the original N::bing8 (lI!mZi i ~ ) 
an:! th<:roe with only CXIIIII!ntary (1WllI 0 t:JC,. ). Ideally, .... ..tQIld _ the 

reliability or di1rennt Cl!l.tA1C1J.188 by ~ the t.raIwoeriptions with a f_ 

original staas or nti:>irgs from than. Of aIIlnMI, this is ~y possibla. 

'Ihe Ja:Rt datailQd collection I hIMI used _ oat¢lQd in 1927 lIS part ot tha 

..zJ.Arm.i .tm;abi ;l.t.f.li!!. t,. : the.z.1iu:my 11JWbizhi ;.l"fi. I£' :?,,1- gi..-- d1DIarwL;.w 

of the text:. IU'Id the stooa, line breaJao in the original, IU'Id very IIpIICific 

~ 10C/1tioos. It mtd1e8 axactly the rutb1n;Ja I have aeen ant eva'! 

in:::ludes liste of <b"r:In. othelviae, my Mp!r1.oroe has been thrt the folla.oinq are 

.....:rg the rona reliable ~: lJ..AImbi 110shizhi ,ii ::t1 ~ 11 L, (Ji.argaI an:! 

Zhejiarg), ~ 1i.ll!!bii1 ~ ~ j:.o t U (Iluhc:u, Zhajiarg), ISIli!!i;im 1in&bh;bi:tt 

r.1..o!- (Chlzhco.l, 2hejiarg). ~ .1.1.nIib.i 111 ~ 1t-J 1::' -0 1i- {Lima! CDmty, 

Zhajiarg) , II!:!Q:i.!m m1 iJ.nIIh1 ~ I '" ;.~ 1: -t ~.f~ 1- (National ~), an:! 

.:tirIibi ~ 1::.:01 ~~ (na.tional~). I \oQUd noon .. :..! going thr!:u;#t a 

regional COIpilation .barON tackliIq the national <n'S, whictI rapira II thcmu#l 
Ia'DIlftli:le ot foner .l.IDi ant o:>.nty 1'IIIlD88. ~ YUan'. N .. ~ ~ 110shizbi UJ 
;II. '1'1:.~, is infMoJs lIRn:J Japanesa historians; (or the p::or q.>ality of its 

trwu::riptions; the .ItiI:l1J:r.zg 11nshi;:b.i rJ) l' -t. Al:t· is fiustnting beaIIJae it 

1:Urbo texta ~ in other txx:rb, orten local histories that !In!I no 1<QJl!I' 

exbmt. All of these an. in the .5bi.Ir.o Jib1liAQ .xim1AD. 
In order to do a full seard! thmo.I<to the ep~cal oollections, ate hils to 

1<Xlk at thoae mt in1a>oed in 'tang: there ia no other way than to go thrtJugh them 

irdivJ.du4lly. Yanq g1_ .. list ot the oollec:tions ha MIl <XrISItlt«l, 80 ~ IlrI!! 

JSea the catal~ ftaI the Olicaqo Field Jobsa..m ('Ittlen 1981) for EI1:Jlish 

transllltiQlS of many of the terms occ:urr~ in the titles ot ira:,dptias. 1ha 

ChiaIgo catalogue is II o;px'I place to to get one's bearlr9!H a glance at it will alao 

give a qJ.1ck ~ion of .nat types of 1nscriptioos exist. 



" 
~ to idwItitY. PUrtl.rat.-ly.-t of the ~ ~ an rw;,ional, .., or-. 

can ~ cw.y ~ of nal~. 

lIIIJ1i {CKIlt.c:uc! vr1~J contain ErI'j' ~, ~ an taally in a 

...,anr.. ....::t:imI tor.11. n- lOre ~ that the -..t::b:It" o:tn.tt.1l u.y 8Y rot 

'-~y '-' ~ orC;o~. I!IIIU tm<bI can be dittial.lt to .. t.... 
they an ott-. ~ .u do rot -.lIMY'" give tha .- of tna pl_ ttwy -. 

inta'dId for. U ttwy are ",,*,1 elly I8eful. It one a tntuwt..1 in • ~ 

"""""' . 

l.oall ~!. are .. ~ to.: Umc::ripUc:nI; ""'"Y of thI ~ ~ 

texbI I ..." in IIf( U-u ~ tnmocribad in nJ.n..teenth~ ~ and 

nc..toeno.t.e. To do a ~ ~. 008 IIllSt go thr\:luI;I\ all the IOQIIII ru..t.o>:* 
trca a \11",., pJ.«.1 c:hedt especially the .xi!!SIl Ol" i1mb1 MCt1.rJn. Sed. lOot 

fiiI:lJ.I5I IIill.JaQ ~ b a <JDDd pllllOll to beqin IIUdl a eMIeh; it l:'IIPl"ira ~ 

~ en- -.J.ec:ta1. QUettaen. 'Ihla sarit!s deoI!IptiVllly Nt1tl_ ~ 

~ withaJt 91Y~ tM tiu. ot the original local tWrt.oEyl or-. -..t ~t • 

QI:&kqJa of 9U8ttaarll tD icblt.Uy the 5OJrCe. 

er. a.n tt.n ~ to u. t.ot.l ~ >bid'! are Id:. inclm.d 1n the 

..riM. _ 91 .... ju.t the titi. of the tats (or \me in __ poj";w)1 ott.n, 
the tat. u-J._. r.o- if tt. loaol I'list<ry ....... rot tv.v. • ..::ticn ~ to 

epi.gnply. CIthk ..:ticrw ..y 1ncl .... knl -=-ptII ftc. ~I thU ia 
oataWy tNa of ~_. IIr'd it ~ t. t:rua ot ot:Iwr rti1qla.a 11wtJ.~. 

~, ant ~. r ... u,...t.,. lin! .'\= ..... 1Illy ~ if' eN t. l.ooIdni fIX 

p:Ift.~ u.:r~. ..... Qirq ~ did rot val,.. SQ'q wd ~ 

~. tMy ott.n ~tt U- 0Jt. ot thair ~ CII" In::lllkl juK • t_ 
~~. ~u-. or loeal ~ t.'d to tie .... ~I thri 
lIllY 91 ... the date IX ..... ~ location :fgr t:cU )Vol r- 1~ 111 athIIr 

- .' """"""" ~ .....,.,. 
It t.. otten • ~ idea to look .t ariqiMJ. N:i>irgII. 6Wf\ of text.. _ hu 

alre!ldy retId in tOlWcdptlm. iUJb1n:ls III'IY artain u.t. ot oc:n:n not; ~ 

~I alu, it b ott.n true thot the ~ cbinq the noti>i19I (lid naot I:ot:h&r 

to CXVf down the ~ ot the donon oait.her. It can be holptUl to dIId!. thIo 

rulming ft9/I01Mt the t..n\nIIcrlptioo, JWtWly !IO that one c:M l-.rn ... ot tha QinJ 

'ror an tDCI!IIIIpla ot • ~ baM;1 lWaJt entirely on 1Jwcrl.pti_ oontat.n.d in 
local h1atoI."i_ an1 not. in ep~ CXIII)E!f'di.a, _ tmita (1983). 

" ~ dl&::ribing .u. ani! t.ya.t. of .~. s..J.l1g. N::h1n:l ..w.s In! 

rM.lize hall biq the adqinal -.1_ wm: u.y __ .0 .\.Iip:Iaing that it my not. 

r-~ that J*lPle could not. read u. tata on~. Most ~ aN 

E\tiI1z9t; of 1nsr:%~ lIhim ...... not. ~ tmr.:ribed~. ~ texts are. 
wrl~ in aidII an:! lin YC)' clean ott." ~ _ t.s.t an:! tom, or the 

..::ripe b .0 qr-.y _ to be W..,ible. 

'DIe WIZd tar r\tiW'q in a..-- ~ .t.IIaIJII) ..f.6 *' (in C2'U.-e, ~ :t6't, 
Iob1ctI can also be reid ~. III OW-, lIIIiIID..;.u If:. reCan to ~ that 

hsYa been a.It '"" W ~ into boc:Ik ton f« .... _ oolli<JniPde BXIel... 'Ihb 

~ I l <!ll!lmOld the ~ ~ ~ IIIfi ~h-l to ... the Beij1n; limory 

said I wntad to U9II~, w1d u. .tau toak thb to .... that I _ not allDWIId 

to ~t the oat.&l.oo;lll8 lot t\lllb1tga but _ CI'Lly to 1"'* at. the bookB they had 

of cut.~ rI1lb1tga. for'bnItaly, they later relanta1. 

Beton <ping to the ClOll.::tklrw in .... la 1 ~ balClll, I wauld tetx:liiaSd a 

vbit to eithBr HarVard or the chloago .. i&l.d~. ".,ian 11hrar1arw hBve • hard. 

U. believin) a tonignar really QIIl ~ • N:lb1ng and it helpa it Y'AI can look: 

omtictant as you untold one. ~ an ju.t 11M ~I in tol4irq theIII 

back ,"", you alIrt. follClll the odqinal.~. othca(wJ.M tha E\II:t)in:] III!Iy be 

daIM9Bd. It ia not ditfiallt, but it Ili'llt be _ler to get this ~, if 

.,...l.ble, ...trlle at.iU in ~dCII IotIen ma can IIpMlt IitqUah and uIt ~. 

BrlnJ a oopy of Yartg"' s irdax (or s xaraI of the rel..mnt. pB98S) Iotwl ytu. via1t 

U- librarl_: you 18)' want to cx:ql6A the tnvwcrl.ptJ.on ~ith the ruttdrq, an:!. if 

time t. liaite:l. yo.! can aJdp tlIoM 1Ncrlpt1orw \ft1ch are ~ ~. 

1mw is ... CMJrIap ~ p.*'llah«l tz.c:rlpcJorw and the hold1tqa of the 

arch1 ..... u.ted belClll, tut. WIn)' of tN t\lllb1tga they CXlnta1n _ not pibl1sbe1 • 

TIWt pad! and ~ ~ to .a);e lUI IiCQII:1Ite hard OOPYI Ill.-t. n:nI of ~ 

~_allows~. 

on. only siz.able mllecTirnl that hsve bMn OIOtalogIai ard lIerit. trip lin in 
'I'aipa1 a:rd in Beijing: I ....ucn the ott.. 1 Mve _ j~ to 91 ..... __ of 

~ is IIVUl.able in Aala. on. datae of ~ vlait fol.l.cw U. r- of the 

~: IJIcr'f infoaation ..y hsve d1anJId .tno. that u.. 

anmc 'JtISIIDWf I*Y l!J851 
'!hi!! Beijin; LilIruy mU~ Of nMllJ'9S b U. laxqiMt in the. wct:1.d; ita 

thrwIt 18 not. on ~ .. OIOlliqnlJh.lc .mala but .. hbtodaal ~. 

'I!lIiI ltm-ry has 3,000 ~ an1 -..... '*-' sixty and -.-.ty thw&Imd 

N:lbirqa {inc:l.udirg 5,000 a.-uy inacdpt1or-.1. of ..ttidI only 11,000 -..en:o 

c:a.~ at the tbe of ~ viait. h\:IIlt..i.e oontiru1.rI;1l each text a rud:Iend 

acu=Urg to the oollecTion it oriqinally alai flUl. ~ one ~ nti>in:pI 

aN tnn a Mr. GU, who prldad hlmelt c.! takirog rubbt~ of the ~ text. 
1nc1u::Ung lists of dcnon. 

"., Baijinq c:a.talogue a by an!! tar _y the .-t infcmmti"" of au ~ I 

MIle ~; it is ...::rth looldrJ;j at it ........ if yaJ CM not _ tha nIlI:l1n;I8, beaIuae 

it pro.-i.dea lIDnI infomatial than 18 .vail.ab.i. in epignpU.cal o:J!Il(If'dia or othar 

cetalogual. It. ¢_ title of U. u.:r1pt1on. 1~ ~. dllte ot 0CIIplBitia"J. 

in beth the ow- an!! ~ ealerdan, the _ or althIr.-d tlDIe writirq 

~ ecript. ~ at doinJ the ca.lUQnIPly, the typa or e.xipt. Q:iILabI. ~, 



or ~I, and the rurt>e:t" ot..... !bot. uruaIII.lly and .art n!IYMlil'qly, tlle 

ca~ w c:ro&e-TetenrD!d to otllar nt:blrgs rroa. the _ I!rt.ala and teU. obid!. 

part: of the .tela U. U!ICt caM trcaI - fnlnt, teck, or &ide. onu. in.toDoat1<ro w 
~ ~ taU vrittan on tot. tack or .ut. __ a knooI~ of the IIIIlin 

tel<t. an1 lII!IY refor to it, h<w:Mtr obl1q.Jely. 'IhfI QlWo;JUII, ..tdch w tIr'obn down 

both <flrmol.og1oll11y and nlgimBlly, w I'd: pblished, bJt the l~ pt_ to 

aau. QII.~ tor f\ftInu'y text. {tn:. Zhc:n:p.Ia .twjul and all Uw ir.c:r1pticn!l 

abCI.It BIIijil'q {WlIRdan ch.Dnstla1. 5 

At the tDe of _ vwlt thI llbnlry _ atill 10Cllte;1 "t. it. odqinal dtlt by 

Be.ihai an1 """t1rq in the oIlanbenIbi _ l:Iaitad to .1xtiIa1. IhI'I I laid "" 

ir.c:ription a.Jt CI'I • tabla to Ao/Id it, I disp''''''' three other pIq)la. Alao, the 

.taft ntuse:l to qat any ~ ..uta it _ nlinlnql the ntiIirqIJ .... IItored in 
aJlCIthAr buJ.J.d1ng ard they f....nd dlllMqil'q U-. I _ told the l~ wcW.d ..... 

to • dte cl~ to 8dda with .. IIpIIC1al. lII'i~c read1rq p;oo (jinlbi ",,'ID Ibl 

1:.(..rtl'l:£ ), ~ wc:uld Mw lar9t tWles an:l t.. ~, for_ thr;IM read1rq 

Nbb~. 'IhfI clJ.rector of the "'P~ -=tial, Ji YIl4'in::J t -a t ' ""'" in his 
thirt.J.M and ~ for:eign ~. 'IN! library did clc. in.JUne, 19871 

I do I'd: kn:>w' ..nen tlle "'P1qrapIic t'Mdlng roca is .a.lll.ed to cp'II'l. 

Al80 in Brrl1J.rq 1a the ~ oollact1m of Baida, V\1dI ~i:8u of .t 

llliWt t:wo Qi1q ooll.acticn5: tNt tl-. yiten;ItMg 1C 1iL'f and L1u!.,qtarq~f JQ'i: 
'It.- Qll.talo;p.Ml for the yit~ w repr1nt.d in !:hlJca !!btUM -ktrlM (K1u 

19(6). 'DlriIse N:b1rq8 a!V in IItOl"/JI;J8 in the uni1lftlSity libl:a%y, ard thm'8 are no 

pt_ tor catalo;,.drq ~. 

N saHa»I UlIRJIRIt, AC\D!JUA &DCIa., MNIII»G, 'DUWoH (l'II;y 19B61 

orlg1nally pert of the Beijing l!bnry'. holdizlgII, thia 1a • _jor mllacdal 

ot 25,000 rubbilqs. n.y are roll., an:! I'd: tolded, 1otU.c:tI1II!IkaI tlleII ndI easier 

to .... bJt hankar to tUel t.tvJ st.!Itt had tnd>l. l oeating all the nti>1n:Is I asked 

to _. 'Ihe cur:nnt Qll.tal~, slthclul;#l <D!ploote, conn.ts only ot a ~ u..t 

of the ruI::birga an1 thd.r &lte of OCJIIIIOSition. It 111 r.ithftr in ~l09ical 

order nc:c m- it gl .... ~. NOtably, the lal:e.la en tha c:rlq1N.la ~ 

taU VIare thII orlq1nal st&e _ 10CllltAld. n. libnry 1a new p.*Il.Uhinq IVl 

~ted cataloqua tMt ill divid8d tq)ically an:! is in dIra1ol.oqical oro.z.: the 

preface to the first YOl. __ Of taItI lnIcript~ lisU the different cate;p:lriea 

fMao as5). n. '-' artal'9l8 111 ru::h easier to~. 1tOWuYW, in oca:pillrg it, 

KIlO an1 his _isbutta do fIDIt __ to h/JYe chacIood the odqirel l'\H)inqa, .., tNt 

this Qll.tal~ 9h ... only the date, ard rtt the ~, of MCtl nttdnJ. on. 
at1W'I'PI ot thia g;,Uao::t.ial lies In it. )1M, Six DjnutJ._, and ~ holdirgll, bJt 

~ are abrut thrM thousard Sal;J N:*>irqs an:3, II"'lfIt significantly, sewrs.l 

b.Irdrod fIaI the JIn. 
'lhla was the _ llbnlry I ,.. at ..msno 1111 the mft, -'II' of ~ rev. ~ 

Srt. gl ..... -..;to 1dooo of the d.btrltutim. of catlll.ocJ.led ~ CMIr tiDe, 

I tat tho! rud:Iar ot m-n of c;.arda for eadI dyresty: ShanJ-Han (1), KIln, 8IVl QJo, 

Shiliu QJo (1), Hartlei chao an1 sui (21, 1'MI:J (6), lUjai an:! Salq (11, Salq (2), 

Liao-Jin (1), Y\wIn (11, HJ.rq (2), o11q (51, Taip11q Ti.vq.lo an:! !I1nguo (11. (Kir9» 
1), R.: (1). '!hen u. RWIl clnwers at Bl!ij1n:r 1nIIcrlpt.!o:no. 

" tnined abroad , z:ea.l1y wsntnct to t.. of MlVtt.. 'It>a~, Worq Wonlu i ~ fi 
WI!. Mel K!In;juanq -Lrt;t, an or groat helPI Mr. tIiJrq arran;,ad tor _ to rev. 
-=-11ent photi;Igtap_ taken at vmy ~ oost on the lIIst cSsy I _ in the ,,,,,,,,. 

.u.o in 'nlipai .La the Nat10nsl O!rrt::ml ~, Wddt two p.ill.J..aIIad two 

ostal~ of its hrudJ.n;JI: QIQli zhcmIa!rp WlllyP"Q 1in&hi wlM M1ly (1982) 

an1 QIpli zIxQMIrcl t?!!!tmyan IW.hi t.opJan m1u (1972). 'Ihe lat.t tLR1aIuy 

~ listed &It. to 96). 

1t.: 9INGIiU JUtICIlIIU, L1BW!!f (.JUly 1986) 

'IhfI -=em lsrgMt mllection in Chin5 befanl the CUltural. RsYoluticn oauld 

rot toa used at the tiM of .,. v1llit. A reoent g;,1l8]8 'IflIdUate, Wm;J tIonl .I. 5f: ' 
naB ~ ~ the ta8k or ~dng thI! N:lbilqs; "'" did rot kn:Jw ..... thay 

-..ld toa q&I to the p.blic. A ..J.No;p:apal cat.ll.l.cxJa tram the 1950'., callod 

emtlO tm' lilbi lM'lKiAn QYtme lbiM taT rw,l pJJ.Y .l!-=.t,r,i~m~ ! fb'.o i» 
.flJi- $J t'~ ilbrMb 5,000 iJa::r1pticn!l dIMl into 16 categod_ and g1'._ the title, 

Kyl. ot script, -..tI'xIr, ~, an1 year ot etIdl ruI::binq. -nu.. eebLlc:q.le, 

wt\JJ:h aM!nId cnly part of ~1'. tDtal hDld1rgl:, in1l.ca~ thst ..t at the 

ir.c:riptiorw pncIat.8:! the Sc:rg. ~ the cal.lection wUl tum o.It to toa Uw 

_ .. btfors the O1ltunU ~, an:! the nl:bl.rgs ...-ly ha-.. tD be Rlll.t: 

acp.aa1ly posaible, of~, is tMt the ...tiR -ueet.1cm has '-"~. A 

vt.ltor my look "t this c;a:td.\tsd ost&l~, IotU.c:tI oauld bMr n:) lW.at.i.crBlUp to 
the acbJal g;,l1«:tian, tut • trip to ShsnJW. MrIUy _ worth it . 

.u.o in Shan;l\ai ia ~ IIh.ihn dalclIe, ..tUdI hu • tE\rir. l\Ill CIt ~. 

All ot JUly 1986, tla. had fIDIt y.t been c:atalCll:J.Md, bJt Prof ..... 0WIq Yinr;J!u fl 
.sJV~ - thst ton1gnars wruld be ~a.e. to lcdt t.IIro.q\ tha. Hs QlfI be 

r-dled at: rnst1tuU fcc the S't:ldy of IITclon:. ~, ~i ~ 

O>ll_, ........... \ii 1' ''- ,'!I &t ,;.. ~ '( slHl '!'i~ 01 . 

tHDVotG '1\9I.OJM 10M) ID!UlIM (lWClH:U) (MIIy 1985) 

I 1nclo.de U- two itBtitutiaa in ~ lbi:. .. thay are prcbIbJ.y typ1.cal at 
~iaJel mllactiora! beceuse IIIIIlY -.x:tI 1rBtlt;uti.grw ....t their hold.iFqo to 
SMrJtIai IUd Brrljtrq .tter 1949, thoy ten:! to be small. 'Ibe Zhejiluq libnry has 

in tact. p>bl1ata:l a c:aWocpI: 1lW11AlJj! twhmM 1imbi ndy =;fIj" ~l )}j -ri ri 1:.:0 
B"l,\. 19621 , b.Jt it _ d1strillutai only in Kanp.hw. It gives tM _ at the 

tat, the 1IUtIKr, plaos \oIhen known, IUd date. 'IhII libmry __ to .,.... IMMmll 

t:hc:l.ard ntilirgs, WIlStly fra:o tho! KI\n;Izhou anIIl/ .any are Uats of cIc:noo trca a 

fw IIlJ:9ll 9.IHdst sites (lll<a Fellai farq 1'.. *- o!J+ 1ian;rhW1. Qw aul ~ 
• textl ~ J.a fccbiddon, and the 1i.bnry has no faclHtt. far 

~. 'IhI thajiluq libruy ia cloeed fIall966 tD 1988 fer _lrq: it w::ul.d 

be bo!IJt to dw:::k to _ if they have lla<lpl!litid. before plaming a u~. O>en "'1~ 
~ w in marge of! c1rc:ulatian. 

'1hII ~ianJ __ alao has aaroJ ~ an1 • vritlal liE of! tMlr 

boldiTga 1oIhid!. gl_ antI' the &lte an/! no~: th!Iy l...t ato.rt. • ~ 

ntilirqa in slt. Alt:hclqh fIDIt vialted f'reIpnUy, tt. wratar Zha Yon;,lil'q t l' j~ 
/if1Ona 8J232) wel~ JOe. ~ uni-n.ity alllO hu so;-. lU;Ibirqa, I:ut thay 



" 

~""'"....,.. 
I have J¢ viBitGd this ........... but I was to1cI that the colI 

-U8ble foe uoo, provided one giVl'lS the Qml;torial stat! sufficient n 

kn::ws the two catalogue I'lIlIt>enI (given at the en:i of each entry) for what 

to see. Ben 8<uJOCn is the perna! to <D'Itact. lit (312) 922-9410 ...... 

!Ib:m>, the pIbl.ished catalcq.>B ('n:hen 1981) is or very high <pality 

helpful because so IIlIttI of it is in l!Tglbh. It is tar &ale tor $67.50 

Field I'l1SeUIl of Natural History. ~U RD/Id at t"ke Shorn Drive, C . ,.". 
IWM\RD (~ 1986) 

'Ihe Harv>ml-Y~ libruy has .. SIMll c:ollectim of rut*>irqs ( 

thc:usarrl). KlI!Jtly txaa the Six Djnastles. 'lb! t:un>tor, Mr. Sydney DEli 

that <no oust belOll':l to the HarWnI oc:mrunity or have II letter of intro 

Mr. a.gene ~. the d.irBCtor of the libnry. 'Dlere is .. c.ud eat.a.l.ague, W 

D"ql ish transl.ati<::ns of the titles; it is .uso keyed to Yang' " 1n::1ex. P 

is tot'b~. 

'DIE 1Hll'l'1UlE fICR IUWIISl'IC SlUlIl!S • IMJID (t'ekuaI:y 1985) 

In 1985. I ...... t.cld that no eatalogue exiIrbI, ard that the inBtibIt 

a fIN nd:>irqs. Alb8rt Dien (1979, 4 ) reports that the Jiri:.oJn oollocticn 

6,600 item, ...-.d that tWI ccnsulbrl " ClItalcgue in d=nJlogical orOOr ard 

px.toy18fhic rnprtdlctioos. 1he potential user lUSt: be torewarnecl, haw 

!lCXI9SS to the wll ec:t1oo ia unoert.ain. ani that it is be5t to awrOiKtI 
associate of the institute to _ it an intnxb:ticro can be ~. 

!(WO iDIlV, 'laM) (Ioprll l,985) 

'lbe 'l'IUlko is a r:.:del tor other libraries in tel:nI of the acoessibll 

a>lloc:tial. tDrt: of the catal<J9U8 is p.lbl.ished in I2t9 bJn)t;Q shdpo 

nn:.ers 3,4, and 5 (1971: 56-80, 1972: 56-94, 1973: 74-109); a ~te 

tor rul::birgs IIoOCJ1ind atter.n\rd tits into II stJ<>eba>(. 'lhese catalcguolB 

the date ud titl" of the text. l.hlass the title a:>ntains II place ......... , 

itself !IIer1tiCn!l the site, or II pj),liahod version gi""'" the original "U: .. , 

dUfioJJ.t to determir.e ...t.ere the original Stele wall loc:..tod. 'lbi8 1IIIal1 

Dien, Albert E. (1979). "IIIeport on lin EP!~ survey", liAr'H:!eJ.-sb'ao stpdiUi 
],2-9. 

Ibnsen, Valerie (1987). ~Itpllar Deities lind Social. O\arqe il'I the Sauthem SCIng" 

Paried (1127- 1276) " . Unpublioha:1 Ib.D. d1ssartation, thi\lenlity or 

Alr"nlJylVM1a . 

• • Ka ~jiu,:::) i.J~ (1967). 2b:rm.lo jizwbJ.xw 21mo <ttl!! ~ {j ~;t;ifuf- (An 

Clltlina of Chinese "lI~). Taipllh Yiwen yinsnq.wl. 

MIlO Ibrq.lanq ~:.l. ~ (l<J85). I·i""j pw,hiairp tz>pion D.!ly if:. tV"£- :J:..it;tZJt atk 
(A OrtlIlCCJlll ot F\n!rary lrrJa'ipticro '1t1rolq\ the Ages). Taipel, ~ 

Yllnjiuyuan lillhi yuyan yanjiusuo • 

Hiu Q.lIInsIm!.~. (1844-1919) (1906). litem tor);! 1imbJ, weru;W i.!l,t:t 
-t. i·.f B (A CIIt:altr;1U8 ot lIB::riptiaw in the Yiterg pavlliial) in Srlta !!bllhtp -. lbit... ¥a'lji ftm t.. ~ (l<J83).· ~¥einMro ~u Ri Teijitsu 0 IPal]\ltteM ;~1J~ 

.tt ~fii'~ '~ eft! ( ) 1.. (A l<XlI< II.t Instru:::tiI:nl OUicial Li Tirgshi ot Jinan 

Cil:a.olt) in Taniga-,m Kictdo,ed. Chmky sIrldaiCl !saUsw to chi Us! ihaJrai to rp 

V;;;~~i n1 tarlto!)Q I!CXX!taJd. km;yu"'I 1:·H:f:.fJlr~~ii.t,.l::.,~t.{;7I.!l? 
~.o~""1 J\j(O!a¢Bl>ellBive stWift;, COnoe:rniJq the Ael.at.ionsh.1pa ~ I=II..l Society 

II.n:1 the ow- IJ.tGrat.i ClII.sa). Kyt>tD: ~ fInSed npnt. 

IGq Yuan $it (1936) (orig.1930). Jinsbi&tu I UPN :t-~ t B f&. (A CII.~ or 
"lIignq:hlcal Books). Shan#lai: Sharq..u guan. 

'I'dleIl1lo&hJ.en at al, (19f1lj. Qlt41"'N" or Ch1nasa Pthirm rnm the FiWl !:I!! ....... . 

lid. HuDut. Iialnlvel'B. rieldiona Arlthrq)glpgy. HeW'SQru... 3, PUblicatia11327. 

Tmq S8u-yu , llhiqtt ~ft (1971). An Armtated Bibl1,oomrtIy ot Selected 
Chinese l!eferwpp \!Wks('lhhd BlitJ.on). Ombr~: HII.rvam Il'IiveI'llity _. 

'l'8ien 'I'8lEn-hsuin (1962). Hritten qJ "'!Pta? ord Silk; lbe- B!!giroim ot <hineno 
BOofw wi Irwcr1ptipnp. C\icac;p, un.iversity or Chlaogo ~. 

'ian ~ l--«!. ' mi. (1966 (Series I ord II), 1986 (Series III». ~ 
shiliJlO x1nb1an ~ 'ij 1: *+tlj'~ (A __ Blitial ot HistorlcaJ. Material& 

CII.rYBd on stale). TII.ipei; Xirr.oentun;J. 

Yang DJ.anxun4,lb~ (1972) (cdq. 11141). 3\i,JIe tibD f!YC!Vin::Qt11i~t]1 (An 

imex t;.. stale carvirgs ord CXII1!B1ts on t:.heII'I). TII.iprl: WeMai ~. 

YII. 0\an;;IChi~g,~ (1980) (oriq. 19(9) • .X\l....1IIlitt;;{. ("lI~ 1fcIa8). 

'II!lipub 5harq..\:I yinlh.! guM. 

ZhJ Jianxin *-~ It (1981) (orig. 1940). Jimhixue :i:::::o~ (~~). 
Beijing, WenN c:hIb!m9he. 




